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FOREWORD 


THE BisLte THROUGH A TELESCOPE contains the out- 
lines of a series of addresses, which are put in this form 
at the request of many who listened to them. It is in- 
tended as an aid in giving young Christians a broad view 
of the Bible in its unity. To use it to best advantage the 
student should give as much time as possible to the read- 
ing of the portions of Scripture indicated at the top 
of the various paragraphs, and to a careful study of 
the passages especially referred to. Such a practice will 
soon result in a comprehensive knowledge of the Bible 
as a whole, enabling the student to “think through” the 
Scriptures and see each part in its particular relation to 
every other part, and to readily grasp the broad outlines 
of God’s plans and purposes for the human family. 

I have greatly profited by listening to lectures deliv- 
ered by Dr. James M. Gray, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, 
and other Bible teachers much used of God, and I have 
freely used suggestions received from them in the prepa~ 
ration of these outlines. 

B. B. SuTCLIFFE. 


The Bible Through 
A Telescope 


CHAPTER I 


THE CREATION 
Genesis 1, 2 
I. The Creation of the Material Universe, Gen. 1:1 


1. This is an appeal to faith, not to reason. Reason 
can never discover Who God is or where He came from. 
It can never tell when the beginning was, nor how the 
universe was “made out of nothing,” which is the mean- 
ing of the word “created.” The Bible must therefore be 
approached through faith, not through reason. God 
reaches our reason through our faith, and not our faith 
through our reason. Faith finds aothing in Scripture to 
outrage reason. 

2. No date is given. Dates have to do with man and 
his history, not with the history of creation. 

3. No proof of the existence of God is offered. “The 
heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament 
showeth his handywork” (Psa. 19:1), but no proof of 
His existence. Only the fool hath said in his heart, 
“There is no God” (Psa. 14:1). 

4. Seven fundamental heresies are opposed by Genesis 
1:1. It— 

Announces the existence of God, and opposes Atheism. 

Acknowledges one eternal Creator, and opposes Poly- 
theism. 


7 


aie agers tee ot 4 Fi tee 


8 THE Biste THROUGH A TELESCOPE 


Speaks of the creation of matter, and opposes Materi- 
alism. . 

Declares God is apart from and before all things, and 
opposes Pantheism. 

Involves the freedom of God, and opposes Fatalism. 

Is of necessity a revelation, and opposes Naturalism. 

Appeals of necessity to faith, not to reason, and opposes 
Rationalism. 


II. The Ruin, Gen, 1:2 


The same word is used in Isaiah 45:18, where we are 
told that God did not create anything “without form, and 
void.” Genesis 1:2 declares that “the earth was without 
form, and void.” There must then have been some catas- 
trophe between the period described in verse 1 and that 
of verse 2, and in that interval can be placed all the ages 
demanded by geologists. 


III. The Renovation of the Earth, Gen. 1:3-2:3 


Some find fault with the Bible because it seems to dis- 
agree with science. If the Bible and science agreed in 
all particulars, it would prove the Bible to be untrue, 
because science has been and is continually changing, 
while the Bible remains as it has always been. The 
rotundity of the earth was discovered by scientists at a 
comparatively recent date, but hundreds of years before 
that it was written, in Proverbs 8:27, that God “set the 
circle on the deep.” Science taught also, until recently, 
that there could be no light apart from the sun, and that 
therefore the account in Genesis 1 must be wrong. But 
science has found that light exists apart from the sun, 
which is merely what Genesis calls it, a “light-holder.” 
It. required some centuries for science to discover the 
fact, but it was in the Bible all the time. Our inability 


: ; > 
* Cae Planes ce 


a ee See ee ae ee Oe eee ee 


THE CREATION 9 


to understand a fact does not make it any the less a fact. 
When science claims that the Bible is in error, we need 
but wait with perfect confidence until, with further re- 
search, science catches up; for when it does it will be 
found to agree perfectly with the Bible statements. 

Space is not afforded in this booklet to discuss the 
work of the six days. Mention of it must be sufficient. 
On the first day light appeared (1: 3-5). On the sec- 
ond day the firmament was established (1: 6-8). On the 
third day the dry land appeared (1:9-13). (The earth 
was not created on the third day; that work was done “in 
the beginning.” This is the work of renovation.) On 
the fourth day the light-holders were placed (1: 14-19). 
On the fifth day fish and fowl were brought in (1: 20-23). 
On the sixth day animals and man were made (1: 24-31). 
On the seventh day God rested (2:1-3). Before leaving 
this passage we should note the expression “after his 
kind” (verses 11, 12, 24, etc.). We are reminded by this 
expression that while there may be progress or evolution 
within a species there can be no change from one species 
to another. There is no improvement or evolution or 
progress save “after his kind.” 


IV. The Beginning of Man, Gen. 2:4-25 


A law of rhetoric, known as “the law of recurrence,” 
is sometimes met with in the Scriptures. By this law the 
Holy Spirit first states a fact and afterwards recurs to it 
for the purpose of enlarging upon some detail. The first 
chapter of Genesis deals with the creation and certain 
facts concerning its renovation. In Genesis 2 the Holy 
Spirit recurs to the first chapter, selects one of the details, 
man, and enlarges upon it. In the first chapter man is 
spoken of in relation to all the creation; in the second 
chapter man is spoken of in relation to the Creator. 
There are not two accounts of the creation of man. 
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1. Man’s Nature, 4-7, A threefold being, 

Man is a threefold being, having body, soul, and spirit. 
Through his body he has world-consciousness, or ac- 
quaintance with things around him; through his soul he 
has seli-consciousness, or acquaintance with himself; 
through his spirit he has God-consciousness, or acquaint- 
ance with God. In man fallen, the spirit does not func- 
tion or perform that for which it was created. 


2. Man’s Environment, 8-14. The garden in Eden. 

In the garden all the trees were good, pleasant to the 
eyes, and good for food. The tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil was as good a tree as the tree of life. “God 
saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very 
good” (Gen. 1:31). It is thought by some that Adam, 
when he sinned, did something that was heinous in itself, 
but there was no more evil in eating of that particular 
tree than of any other, so far as the tree itself was con- 
cerned, 


3. Man’s Employment, 15. To dress and keep the 
garden. | 

It was not toil but simple employment, in the perform- 
ance of which he would find blessing. Not for the doing 
of God’s will is there great reward, but in the doing there 
is great reward (Psa. 19:11). Adam would find his 
reward in doing what God desired of him. 


4. Man’s Test, 16, 17. 

It was not a temptation to sin. Man was a free moral 
agent, and as such it was necessary to prove whether he 
would freely serve God, or not. Why did not God make 
a man who could not sin? The answer must be, “Be- 
cause he made a man.” He could not make something 
else and call it a man. Endowment with freedom of 
choice is necessarily involved when “man” was created. 
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5. Man’s Companion, 18-24. 

God saw that it was not good that man should be alone, 
and He said, “I will make him an help meet for him.” 
(‘Help meet” means, one who is worthy of; one who 
answers to; one of the same nature.) So God caused a 
deep sleep to come upon the man, and out of him He 
took a rib, from which He fashioned the woman. When 
He brought the woman before the man, Adam said, “This 
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall 
be called Woman.” The Hebrew here signifies that he 
gave her his own name, called her by his own nature. 
So it is said, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and 
his mother, and be joined to his wife, and they shall be 
one flesh.” God calls them by the common name 
“Adam.” He did not call the woman’s name Eve, but 
we read in Genesis 5: 2, “God called their name Adam.” 
They were looked upon as one before God, even as the 
Church and Christ are one before Him, and in the recog- 
nition of which He calls their name “Christ,” in 1 Cor- 
inthians 12. 


6. Man’s Intelligence, 19, 20. 

All the wisdom in this world centered in one man 
would not enable him to give the animals their proper 
names, as Adam did. “Whatsoever Adam called every 
living creature, that was the name thereof.” Not that 
it became the name, but it was the name. He named 
them according to their several natures. Here was an 
intellect superior to any the world can boast of today. 


7. Man’s Glory, 25. 

“And they were both naked, the man and his wife, 
and were not ashamed.” For their covering they had a 
robe of glory, which shone through the flesh from the 
life within. In the incandescent lamp all that is seen 
before the electricity is turned on is the blackened carbon. 
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When the electric current is allowed to flow through, the 
carbon is no longer seen, being hidden in the light or the 
glory of what has come into it. When sin came to the 
man and woman the light went out and they saw them- 
selves as they were, apart from God. The beauty of the 
thing God makes is put in, the beauty of the thing man 
makes is put on. Jesus said, “Consider the lilies of the 
field . . . Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these.” The beauty and glory of Solomon 
came from what he put on; the beauty of the lily from 
that which is within. Man’s glory before the fall came 
from the life within, the spirit in touch with God, which 
touch was lost when sin came in, “and they knew that 
they were naked.” 
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CHAPTER Il 
THE FALL OF MAN 


Genesis 3: 1-25 
I. The Source of Sin, Gen. 3:1-3 


We are not told of the origin of sin. We are told the 
source of it in man, and that is all we require to know. 


written (Deut. 29:29). Sin came through the serpent 
propounding Satan’s inquiry, which he is ever asking and 
to which man seems ever willing to listen, “Yea, hath God 
said?” As though he would say, “Have you really re- © 
ceived a word from God? Has God surely spoken? Is 
the Bible indeed the Word of God?” ‘This has always 
been Satan’s first move, and his next is, to declare that 
God does not mean what He says, “Ye shall not surely 
die.” The admission of Satan’s suggestion that God hath 
not spoken, and the belief in his lie, that God does not 
mean what He says, is the foundation of all that is wrong 
in the world. It is the source of all sin. 


II. The Nature of Sin, Gen. 3 :4-6 


The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was just 
as good a tree as any other in the garden; there was 
nothing sinful about it, and to eat of its fruit was not in 
itself wrong. It was in eating when told not to do so 
wherein the evil lay. It may appear a very small thing, 
teo small to be the cause of all the suffering and sorrow 
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in the world, but it was like taking a step over a preci- 
pice—one step will take one as far as a dozen. 

1. He doubted God’s love, and, doubting that, denied 
His goodness ; denying His goodness, he acted apart from 
God (thinking his own way better), and became a sinner 
(Isa. 53:6; Prov. 14:12). 

2. He doubted God’s word, and doubting that word, 
denied His truth; denying His truth, he acted in spite of 
God, and became a criminal (1 John 3:4). 


3. He doubted God’s authority, and doubting that 


authority, denied His Deity ; denying His Deity, he acted 
contrary to God, and became God’s enemy and a rebel in 
God’s universe (Rom. 8:7, 8). 

Fallen man is therefore a sinner, a criminal and an 
enemy before God. The test was given to see whether 
he would freely serve God, and he failed in that test, 
aspiring to be God himself. This is the nature of sin. 


III. The Results of Sin, Gen. 3:7-12 


1. Shame. 

The eyes of both were opened, and they knew they 
were naked. Self-consciousness came, and with it 
came self-condemnation and self-contempt. They were 
ashamed in each other’s presence, as the making of the 
aprons testifies. 


2. Self-Righteousness. 

They sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
aprons to hide their shame from each other. Apparently 
they were successful in this and were fairly comfortable 
in each other’s presence. They knew they were naked, 
but as long as the nakedness was hidden they deceived 
themselves with the belief that it no longer existed. Man 
is the same today. If we appeared outwardly what we 
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are inwardly, we could not be comfortable in the pres- 
ence of our fellows. 


3. Separation from God. 

The fig leaves were of no value when God came on 
the scene, and they attempted to hide among the trees 
of the garden. The separation that exists between God 
and man is caused by man and not by God. He appeared 
in the world to seek and to save man, but man continu- 
ally hides from Him. 


4. The Fear of God. 

Called from his hiding place, the man said, “I was 
afraid, because I was naked.” This was a lie. He was 
naked before and was unafraid as long as God was not 
there. Now he was afraid because he was a sinner, a 
criminal and an enemy of God’s, and he therefore re- 
garded God as anenemy. The presence of God reminded 
him of his sin, revealed his shame, and rebuked his self- 
righteousness. 


5. The Summing Up of Man’s Condition as a 
Sinner. 

a) He is mentally wrong, for he tries to deceive God, 
Whom he knows to be aware of his deception. 

b) He is morally wrong, for he is both proud and 
cowardly. He hides behind the woman and, too proud to 
admit his fault, lays the blame on her. 

c) He is spiritually wrong, for in effect he says, “If 
thou hadst kept the woman away I had never sinned” ; 
this is blasphemy, because he makes God to be responsible 
for his sin. He also says, “She gave me of the tree, and 
I did eat,” as though he were under obligation to obey 
the woman rather than God; this is devilish, for it puts 
the woman in God’s place. There is no excuse for sin, 
and to blame temperament, circumstances, or anything 
else for our sin is both blasphemy and devilish. 
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IV. The Penalty on Sin, Gen. 3:14-19 


1. On the Serpent, 14, 15. 

Humiliation, enmity, and final bruising. God wages 
no warfare against man, but, on man’s behalf, He is war- 
ring against man’s enemy. God comes down to take 
man’s part against Satan. He will bring in the De- 
liverer, Who is to be human, a man, yet more than human, 
the Conqueror of man’s conqueror. Man has proved 
himself to be helpless in the hands of Satan. It is not in 
self-recovery, therefore, that man’s hope lies, but in the 
person of a deliverer who must come from the outside. 
God provides such a Deliverer in the Person of His Son, 
Jesus Christ, the Seed of the woman. 


2. On the Woman, 16. 
As a mother she shall have pain, and as a wife she shall 
be in subjection to her husband. 


3. On the Man, 17-19, 

The ground is cursed for man’s sake; sorrow shall 
be his portion; and, to provide his food from the cursed 
ground, all his days must he toil, with no relief before 
him, save “till thou return unto the ground.” In order 
to live he must dig and sweat, until at last, too weak to 
dig longer, he falls into the ground from whence he 
came. Sorrow and suffering, toil and sweat, with no 
hope but death—a condition with no relief or ray of light 
to illumine its darkness. 


V. God’s Provision for Sin, Gen. 3:21 


“Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God 
make coats of skins.” The provision for sin is made 
by God alone, without the aid of man. It is made by the 
sacrifice of an animal. That which clothes the sinner 
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is the skin of the sacrifice. When clothed the sinner 
looks like the animal from which the skin came. So, 
in the Gospel, God has slain His own Son as the sacri- 
fice for man’s sin, He then clothes the self-confessed 
sinner with that sacrifice, and from that moment the 
sinner appears to God like His own Son. 


VI. The Mercy of God Towards the Sinner, 
Gen. 3 :22-24 


Wherever one looks there is trouble and sorrow, thorns 
and briers. To eat of the tree of life and live forever in 
such a world would be man’s fate had not God closed 
the way to the tree of life. 


CHAPTER III 


THE COURSE OF THE RACE 
Genesis 4: 1-11: 26 


I. The Account of the Two Seeds, Gen. 4:1-5 :32 
They began with Cain and Abel. Abel was killed, and 
Seth was given in his place. 


1. The Two Classes, 4:1-16, 

The manifestation of what these men really were is 
not seen until they come before God in the matter of 
religion. There was great similarity as well as great dif- 
ference between them. They were similar in that they 
sprang from the same parents, with the same nature. 
They came at the same time, to the same place, to the 
same God, and for the same purpose, namely, to present 
an offering to Him. The difference was not in the men 
but in the offerings. “The Lord had respect unto Abel 
and to his offering; but unto Cain and to his offering he 
had not respect.” They both knew whether they were 
received or rejected by the Lord. Abel, recognizing him- 
self as a sinner, had brought that which alone could 
cleanse from sin—the blood—and he knew that he was 
received. Cain brought, not a sin offering, but a thank 
offering, the work of his hands. He did not take the 
place of the sinner. He recognized no need of the blood 
nor of forgiveness nor of anything that God would give. 
All he desired was that God should recognize and ap- 
prove his goodness. Cain was the first Pharisee, the 
prototype of all who refuse to trust in the blood. He 
stood on his own feet and would be under no obligation 
to God. He would thank God that he needed no redemp- 
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tion and that for him the blood was unnecessary. Con- 
scious that God had rejected him, Cain was very wroth, 
and, as he could not reach God, he poured out his anger 
upon the one whom God had accepted. This is what 
Jesus declared the world would do, when He said, “I 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you” (John 15:19). 


2. The Growth of the Two Classes, 4:17-5:32. 

In the history of the line of Cain, there came, first, the 
building of the city; then polygamy; then the spreading 
abroad of the people and the enlarging of their terri- 
tory; then the introduction of the mechanical and fine 
arts, as seen in the workers in brass and in musical in- 
struments; and, finally, this line, in spite of its civiliza- 
tion and progress, ended in violence and lawlessness. All 
we read concerning the seed of Seth, who took Abel’s 
place, is that they lived, begat children, and died. All 
through chapter five is written “and he died,” “and he 
died,” “and he died,” except in one instance: Enoch was 
translated to be with God. These were not great in the 
earth, as men count greatness. As long as the curse 
abides, God’s people shall look in vain for greatness on 
the earth. 


3. The Union of the Two Classes, and the Result, 
6 :1-8. 

In the course of time the two seeds became more and 
more like each other, until at last there was no distinc- 
tion between them, and they came together. In the 
opinion of man, the result was “mighty men which were 
of old, men of renown” (6:4). God’s comment is in the 
next verse: “the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth” (6:5). The loss of separation has been the curse 
of God’s people in all ages. When they mix with others 
they lose what they have. It was so when the line of 
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Seth combined with that of Cain. It was so when Israel, 
God’s peculiar nation, intermingled with the other nations 
of the earth, and it is so when the Church mingles with 
the world. 


4, Seth, 5:3. 

Seth was not made as Adam was. He was made in the 
image and likeness of fallen man. We sometimes hear 
the question, If we ought to be what God requires, why 
are we made as we are? Why did God make us with 
such natural dispositions that we must continually say 
“no”? The truth is, there was nothing wrong with Adam 
as God made him, but there was something wrong with 
Adam when Adam finished making himself over. And 
there is something wrong with every one of Adam’s 
children to the present day. No one now is by birth 
as Adam was originally, for all are born in the image 
and likeness and with the sinful nature that Adam ac- 
quired in the fall and passed on to all his posterity. There 
is no help or hope in himself for fallen man. His only 
hope lies in the Lord Jesus Christ, who can change him 
and give him a nature that is superior to the inclinations 
of the nature received from Adam fallen. 


II. Judgment on the Loss of Separation, Gen. 6:9-9 :29. 
The Flood 


1. The Cause of the Flood, 6:9-18. 
This is found to be the wickedness in the earth, be- 
cause of the corruption of the race. 


2. The Preparation for the Flood, 6:14-7:6. 

Noah was divinely instructed concerning the construc- 
tion of the ark and what it should contain. When it 
was completed God said to him, “Come thou and all thy 
house into the ark,” and Noah went in. He took with 
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him certain animals by twos and certain by sevens. 
Those that went in by twos were in relation to creation, 
and those that went in by sevens were the clean beasts 
for the sacrifice that should be offered when the flood 
subsided. The one is the governmental view—God 
guarding the reproduction of what He had made; the 
other is the moral view—God providing for the access 
to Himself of fallen man. 

For one hundred and twenty years, while the Spirit 
of God strove with man, warning was given the race 
by the preaching of righteousness, and also by the build- 
ing of the ark, which was a constant object lesson to the 
people. Through both ear-gate and eye-gate God warned 
men of approaching judgment. Finally, the ark, the 
only way of safety from that coming judgment, was com- 
pleted. Had Noah remained outside that ark he would 
have been drowned just like others. It was not what 
Noah was, but where he was, that saved him. Doubt- 
less, his faith took him into the ark, but the ark saved 
him. It is not what we are, but where we are, that will 
save us from the coming judgment. Faith can take us 
to Christ, but Christ alone can save. If a man is in 
Christ, he is saved, and if he is out of Christ, he is under 
judgment, no matter how good he may be of himself. 
Christ is now the only way of safety, as the ark was 
the only way in the time of the flood. God always makes 
a way of escape from every judgment that has come or 
will come upon the people of the earth, but He makes 
only one. 


3. The Fact of the Flood, 7 :7-24. 

Anthropology, geology, history, and faith all proclaim 
the fact of the flood. It was universal, not partial. “All 
the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were 
covered” (Gen. 7:19). 
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4. The End of the Flood, 8 :1-9 :29, 

After the waters were dried up and Noah came forth 
from the ark, there was a changed order in some i et 
as, for instance: 

a) Man’s Dominion. Before this he had been given 
dominion over all the works of God’s hands. It was a 
dominion of reverence. But now it is a dominion of 
fear and dread. The animals must now be tamed, and 
kept so, lest they revert to the wild state. 

b) Man’s Dier. For the first time he is given meat 
to eat. Until now he was a vegetarian. There are those 
who for physical reasons are strict vegetarians, but to 
make vegetarianism a tenet of religion in this age is 
heresy. 

c) MAn’s Responsisiyity. The life of man is to be 
required of man. There is no comfort here for those 
who would abolish capital punishment. Any ground that 
may be advanced for the doing away with capital punish- 
ment, whether moral, economic, or sentimental, is ground 
for finding fault with God’s directions. 

Government is placed in the hands of man. He must 
govern himself and those around him, and again he 
proved himself a failure. Noah’s drunkenness demon- 
strated his impotence to govern himself, and therefore 
his unfitness to govern others. 


III. The Beginning of Nations and Languages, 
Gen. 10:1-11:32 


1. The Beginning of the Nations, or How the Race 
Was Divided, 10:1-32. 

The race was divided into nations according to the 
three sons of Noah. 

Japeth went north and northwest, settling in what is 
now Russia and Europe. 
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Ham went south and west, settling in what is now 
Arabia, Africa, and Egypt. 

Shem went slightly south and southeast, and became 
the center of the race with which God was to deal. 


2. The Beginning of Languages, or Why the Race 
Was Divided, 11:1-32. 

God told them to scatter and to multiply. As they 
journeyed they came to the plain of Shinar, and there 
they said, “Let us build us a city and a tower, whose 
top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name.” 
They would shut God out, be wholly independent of Him, 
and be a law unto themselves. God came down and, 
confusing their tongues, scattered them abroad. Their 
sin lay in the purpose to make the tower instead of God 
their center. It was the exaltation of humanity apart 
from God. They did not intend to climb to heaven by 
the tower, but to place upon its top that which they could 
call even the heavens to worship. The race is still at- 
tempting to build the tower of Babel. Wherever man 
shuts God out and puts himself on the pedestal, there is 
Babel. Soon the capstone of the tower, the sinister being 
called the Antichrist, will appear, and, exalting himself 
into God’s place, will provoke once more the judgments 
of God that shall overwhelm both him and his followers. 


3. Idolatry. 

A careful consideration of Joshua 24:2 will show that 
at this time the whole race had gone into idolatry. 
Idolatry, in spite of what professors of comparative re- 
ligions may say, is not the groping in darkness for light: 
it is the state into which they have fallen who, having 
had the light, have turned away from it. It makes 
progress, but the progress is only into deeper darkness, 
and therefore farther from light. The race as such has 
been making such progress since the tower of Babel was 
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first begun. The very laws of the most highly civilized 
and cultured peoples (and law is the highest form of the 
expression of civilization) are based on the principles 
of the tower of Babel. God is shut out. When God 
gave the law to Moses there were two tables. The first 
of these had to do with man’s relation to God, and the 
second with man’s relation to man. Human laws are all 
founded on the latter. God is shut out. One cannot 
break the second table without incurring the penalty im- 
posed by man. One may break the first table and suffer 
no penalty from man. On the first table were such laws 
as “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain”; “Thou shalt honor the Lord thy God”; ete. 
On the second were such as “Thou shalt not steal’; 
“Thou shalt not kill”; etc. In the sight of men of the 
world it is more heinous to sin against man than to sin 
against God. 

The course of the race was downward from the time 
that man first sinned, until at the tower of Babel the 
race went wholly into idolatry. There in idolatry God 
leaves man until He can find an instrument through which 
to deal with him, and bring to pass His purposes of bless- 
ing concerning him, 
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CHAPTER IV 


ABRAHAM AND HIS FAMILY 
Genesis 12: 1-50: 26 


The records of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph 
overlap. The divisions made are by no means arbi- 
trary, but they appear to be natural, and are made for 
convenience in study. 


I, Abraham, Gen. 12-20 


1. The Choice of Abraham, 12:1-3. 

Here God intervened, and selected a man out of the 
mass of idolators. He did this not merely for the sake 
of the man whom He chose, nor for the descendants of 
that man. He made choice of this man in order that He 
might have an instrument or medium through which He 
could yet bring to the fallen race the blessings He origi- 
nally intended it should have. Some choice was neces- 
sary, for God could not otherwise reach the race with 
His purposed blessings, as we shall see. 

In Abraham began the history of that peculiar nation, 
the chosen people of God, known as Israel. We must be 
clear in our thinking at this point, if we are to have a 
right understanding of the Word of God. The failure to 
see that the race as such was here temporarily set aside, 
and that the blessings God had for it were held for 
the time in abeyance; that God was dealing with a par- 
ticular part of the race, chosen by Himself and removed 
from the rest to a special place, there to be dealt with in 
a special way, and thus be fitted as a channel of blessing 
to the race—the failure to see this will confuse all our 
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thinking of Old Testament Scriptures. And we should 
remember that Abraham was chosen when the whole race 
was in idolatry. Dr. James M. Gray, Dean of the Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago, has pointed out three reasons 
why God should have chosen Abraham, and in him the 
nation of Israel. First, Abraham was chosen that God 
might have a repository for His truth on the earth. 
Secondly, Abraham was chosen because God needed a 
channel through which the promised Deliverer of the 
race, “the seed of the woman,” should come. Thirdly, 
Abraham was chosen in order that God might have a 
witness on the earth to the other nations, Two of these 
purposes Israel has fulfilled. Unto Israel were com- 
mitted the oracles of God; the Old Testament Scriptures 
are Jewish Scriptures. And Jesus Christ, “the seed of 
the woman,” has come through Israel. The third purpose 
waits fulfilment, till Jesus Christ comes to earth again 
and Israel is gathered to her own land once more and 
there becomes a converted people. 

' This is an important point in Scripture. Let us get it 
fixed in mind. The race went into idolatry ; turned its 
back upon God; meant to make a name for itself ; meant 
to have humanity exalted to the first place and Deity put 
into the second; and meant, finally, to be independent of 
God in God’s world. Out of this race God took one man 
from whom He produced a nation; then He separated 
that nation from all others, and made it the medium 
through which He spoke. God chose a land for His 
nation, the nation of Israel, putting it as it were upon a 
stage, in order that through it He might manifest Him- 
self to the other nations of the earth. Otherwise, they 
would never come to know Him. 


2. God’s Covenant with Abraham, 14-20. 
In this section we should note specially chapter 15, 
verses 1 to 21. Here God promised Abraham a son 
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through whom the promised nation should come. God 
promised Abraham also a land. ‘The whole land have 
I given thee,” means the whole land of Palestine. God 
sealed these promises with an unconditional covenant. 
In chapter 16, Abraham, fearing because of the advanced 
age of himself and his wife that God’s promise con- 
cerning a son would be made void, attempted to secure 
the fulfilment of the promise through Hagar, Sarah’s 
handmaid. In thus walking by sight instead of by faith, 
they lost thirteen years, for not until this length of time 
had passed was God pleased to make His promise good. 
In chapter 17, God renewed the covenant He had made 
with Abram, and gave him, in circumcision, a token or 
seal of the covenant. In connection with this passage, 
the ninth chapter of Romans should be studied. Thus 
we have God’s unconditional promise of a peculiar nation 
springing from Abraham and dwelling in a land chosen 
by the Lord. 


II. Isaac, Gen, 21:1-24:67 


1. The Birth of Isaac, 21. 

The promised son was born to Abram and Sarah, and 
Hagar with her child Ishmael was cast out. It seems to 
be unfair, but remembering that these things happened 
for types (1 Cor. 10:11), and comparing the fourth 
chapter of Galatians, we find the explanation. 


2. Abraham’s Supreme Test, 22. 

In the son, born after both Abraham and Sarah were 
long past the time of life for having children, centered 
all the promises that God had given concerning the 
special nation as well as the other nations on the earth. 
Abraham, each time he looked upon this son, was re- 
minded of the promise of God. He could say, “That son 
is going to be in my place, is going to be God’s man. 
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From him will spring the nation God has promised. Be- 
cause God’s word depends on his life, he is both murder- 
and suicide-proof. If anything happens to him the word 
of God will be made of none effect.” In the midst of 
such thoughts God suddenly said, “Take this son to the 
land of Moriah and offer him there.” What a test of 
faith this was! If he slew Isaac what would become 
of God’s word? But Abraham had no such thought. 
He had learned his lesson in the matter with Hagar. 
Now all he had to do was to obey and let God take care 
of His own word. His faith in God received the promise, 
and now his fear of God obeyed the precept, and so 
proved that his faith was a real and vital belief in what 
God had said. He bound Isaac, put him upon the altar, 
and in intent and purpose had already slain him. He 
received him back from the dead in a figure. We should 
consider the Holy Spirit’s comment on this incident in 
the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. 

In passing, we may say there is no conflict between 
Paul and James in the matter of Abraham’s faith. Paul 
says that faith without works justifies, and illustrates it 
by the story of Abraham’s faith in Genesis 15. James 
says the faith that justifies is manifested by works, and 
illustrates it by this story of Abraham’s faith in Genesis 
#2. Thus we see that instead of conflict there is perfect 
agreement. Paul looks at it from God’s viewpoint, and 
James from that of man. 


3. Types. 

““Whatsoever things were written aforetime were writ- 
ten for our learning” (Rom. 15:4). “All these things 
happened unto them for types: and they are written for 
our admonition” (1 Cor. 10: 4%); 

The story of Isaac contains a wonderful series of 
types ; for example: 
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He was born in a miraculous manner, at an appointed 
time—so also was our Lord. 

When Isaac was born, Hagar, standing for the law, as 
we are told in the Epistle to the Galatians, was cast 
out—just so Jesus was superior to the law and with Him 
the law was set aside. 

After Hagar was cast out, Isaac was offered by the 
father in an appointed way, and was then returned to his 
father’s house—so with our Lord. He was offered by the 
Father in the way appointed, was dead, and is restored 
to the Father’s house. 

After Isaac returned, the one who gave him birth, 
Sarah, died and was buried in the cave of Machpelah, 
which means “turning on itself,” with the idea of coming 
back again. So, after the resurrection of Christ and His 
ascension to the Father’s house, that which gave Him 
birth, Israel, was set aside and is now buried among the 
nations. They have gone into that grave, but they shall 
return again. 

After the death of Sarah, the father sent forth the 
servant to a particular place to obtain a bride for the 
son. When the chosen bride was inquired of she said, 
“I will go,” and over the desert she journeyed, becoming 
a stranger and pilgrim in company with the guiding 
servant. As she neared the journey’s end, Isaac came 
out of his place and they met, away from his home and 
hers, in the open field. So the Holy Spirit has come 
forth from the Father to seek a Bride for the Son, Who 
remains at home. The Spirit calls the Church to a pil- 
grim and stranger walk, giving her to understand that 
the world is but a wilderness through which He guides 
her. Soon she shall reach the journey’s end, and the 
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
to meet her away from His home and hers in the open air. 

After Isaac took his bride into the home a strange 
thing happened. It is that Abraham got another wife 
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(Sarah back from the tomb), and had a family far larger 
than any he had before. It was some twenty-five years 
before this that it was counted a marvelous thing that he 
should have any children, but now he has a larger family, 
and no word is said about the marvel of it. It speaks of 
the coming time when God will set His hand the second 
time to recover Israel, bringing her back out of her tomb 
among the nations. Then Israel shall fulfil her purpose, 
and through her shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed. This will be after the Son is married, and the 
Church, as the Bride, is in the presence of her Lord, the 


Bridegroom. 
III. Jacob, Gen. 25-35 


1. His Birth and Home Life, 25-27. 

In chapter 25 the record is given of the birth of the 
twins Jacob and Esau. Note the selection of God in 
verse 23. Before the children were born, and knowing 
that Esau was to be the first-born, He had made His 
selection of Jacob. In Romans 9: 10-13 we have a dis- 
cussion of the sovereignty of God in this choice. There 
follows the story of Jacob’s scheming and double dealing 
with Esau and Isaac, by which he secured the birthright 
and the blessing. 


2. Jacob Leaves His Home for Haran, 28-81. 

He had the birthright and the blessing, but he was 
compelled to leave his home to escape the wrath of Esau. 
God met him at Bethel, which means “the house of God,” 
and gave him the promise found in Gen. 28:13-15. He 
spent twenty years in Haran, the record of which time is 
found in chapters 29 to 31. The promise in chapter 28 
should be carefully studied. 
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3. Jacob’s Return to His Home, 32. 2s 
Jacob came to Peniel, where the Lord met him once 
more. He had been in Bethel, “God’s house,” when he 
left twenty years before. Now in the beginning of chap- 
ter 32, when he was nearly home, he came to Mahanaim, 
which means “God’s host.” He now received the pro- 
tection of God in “the host of God.” One would think 
he would be wholly unafraid with that promise and that 
protection. But the Lord has always found His people 
slow to allow Him to do for them what He has promised ; 
so when Jacob heard that Esau was coming against him 
with four hundred men, it was as though he said, “I 
know that God has promised that 1 am to go back to my 
home, and I have seen the host of God able to take me 
back, but I am still afraid of Esau and must do some- 
thing to deceive him or turn him aside, lest the word of 
God become of none effect.” Like Abraham, he thought 
he must help God out. So Jacob prayed, and then re- 
sorted to his scheming again. He made a plan, but when 
he attempted to carry it out God met him, and there 
wrestled with him. Jacob did not wrestle with the Lord, 
the Lord wrestled with Jacob. Jacob had prayed, but 
the Lord had to bring him to the place where He could 
answer the prayer, and at last He touched Jacob’s thigh, 
and he could do no more than cling to the Lord. When 
he thus came to the end of his own strength and ad- 
mitted what he was by his name, that name was changed 
from Jacob, “the supplanter,” to Israel, the “prince with 
God.” But even with the changed name and all the ex- 
perience it implied, he was not quite ready to rely wholly 
on the Lord. Instead of doing as he told Esau he would 
do, he turned aside, and the result of this bit of decep- 
tion is given in the terrible story of Dinah, in the thirty- 
fourth chapter. 
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IV. Joseph, Gen. 37-50 
1. Sold Into Egypt, 37. 


2. Judah’s Sin, 38. 

This chapter contains the answer to the question as 
to why God permitted Joseph to be sold into Egypt. It 
was God’s way of preserving this son, for in the sin of 
Judah is revealed the condition into which God’s people 


had fallen and through which they were in danger of © 


losing their identity. What God required was a pure 
people. He has by His providence always preserved 
Israel from amalgamation with others and so losing her 
peculiar character. God will not allow them to inter- 
marry, nor to become absorbed by other nations. Israel 
has herself tried to amalgamate with others, but they 
remain throughout the centuries as Jews. We hear of 
German-Americans, Irish-Americans, and so on, but 
never of Jewish-Americans. But there are American 
Jews, Russian Jews, etc. Generations go by, and while 
others are absorbed by the peoples among whom they 
dwell, Israel remains as a distinct and separate people. 
After two thousand years without a central government 
or rallying point, but scattered among all the nations of 
the earth, the Jew remains a Jew. He is peculiar among 
the peoples of the earth. He is kept by the providence 
of God and cannot be destroyed. Why is this? Because 
God means to have a pure people, His own chosen people, 
unmixed with the other nations of the earth. In the light 
of this and in the light of Judah’s sin we have the reason 
why God permitted Joseph to be sold into Egypt and 
the family to follow him there. It was to keep Israel 
separate and to guard them from what Judah’s sin shows 
to be possible—the loss of their peculiarity. 
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3. Joseph’s Experience in Egypt, 39-50. 

After the trying experiences in Potiphar’s house and 
in the prison, Joseph found himself exalted in Pharaoh’s 
court as the leading man in the kingdom. A famine 
afflicting the land of Palestine was used by God as the 
means to remove Jacob and the whole family into the 
land of Egypt, in order that they might be segregated 
there. The people of Egypt hated all shepherds. A 
shepherd was an abomination to the Egyptians ; therefore 
the Israelites, who were shepherds, were allowed to live 
apart and by themselves. The purity of the family was 
thus maintained. 

Genesis ends with “a coffin in Egypt.” They were 
buried there out of their own land. Egypt pictures the 
world, and in the world Israel remains buried until the 
“Prophet like unto Moses” shall come to deliver them 
from their house of bondage. 


CHAPTER V 


MOSES AND HIS WORK 
Exodus 1:1 to Ruth 4:22 


I. Israel in Egypt, Ex. 1:1-11 


In the seventh chapter of the book of Acts we are 
told that the time of the promise given to Abraham was 
drawing near, and, as it came on, the people of Israel 
in Egypt were being greatly multiplied. Then there 
arose a king in Egypt who knew not Joseph. Becoming 
afraid of the increasing number of Israelites, he at- 
tempted to retard their increase by persecution. Another 
reason, the moral reason, for this persecution is seen in 
the iniquity of God’s own people, as we learn from 
Ezekiel 20:5-9. But the more they were afflicted the 
more the people multiplied. The treatment became more 
and more severe, until at the darkest, hardest period of 
Israel’s existence in Egypt Moses was born. 

Exodus is the record of the bondage in Egypt, the 
deliverance from it under the leadership of Moses, and, 
in the deliverance, the birth of the nation. 

Moses, who was raised up by God to deliver the people 
of God from Egypt, came before Pharaoh to present a 
message from God. This message demanded the release 
of the Israelites, and was met with violence. Pharaoh 
made the persecution more severe, until the people railed 
against Moses for his interference, saying, “Since ye 
have spoken it is a great deal worse, therefore speak no 
more to Pharaoh.” But Moses must speak for God, and 
being sent the second time was met by imitation, He 
gave Pharaoh certain signs, which were imitated by 
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Jannes and Jambres, Egyptian magicians, Moses went 
out discouraged, humanly speaking, but God sent him 
back the third time, Pharaoh met him this time by 
subtility, attempting to have only a part of God’s order 
obeyed, and thus brought the judgment of God upon 
Egypt in the form of certain plagues. God hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart by the manifestation of His grace and 
mercy in giving him chance after chance to obey His 
word. Pharaoh hardened his own heart by persistent, 
wilful, and deliberate rebellion against God. 


II, From Egypt to Sinai, Ex. 12-18 


Chapter twelve contains the record of the last plague 
in Egypt, protection from which was to be found in the 
blood upon the lintel and side posts of the doors. This 
is known as the Passover, and it marked a new begin- 
ning in Israel’s history. In the New Testament we are 
told that Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us, and 
the acceptance of Him as such marks a new beginning 
in life of all who receive Him. 

There follows the story of the people passing out of 
Egypt through the Red Sea and their journey to Sinai. 


III. Israel at Sinai, Ex. 19-40 


1. The Law Given, 19-20, 

The law is a prohibition of man’s will: “Thou shalt 
not” do certain things, The value of the law is that it 
shows man to be a natural and not a cultivated sinner. 
Man does not have to acquire a taste for sin, he has it 
by nature. He must learn to do the good. The purpose 
of the law is to show man his own badness, in order 
that what he is might be brought to the One who can 
deliver him from it. Man would never know what he 


is without the opportunity to manifest it. The thief 
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would never know he was a thief without the opportunity 
to steal something. The liar would never know he was 
a liar without the opportunity to tell a lie. A man does 
not become a thief by stealing nor a liar by lying. He 
steals because he is a thief and lies because he is a liar. 
Jesus chose Judas to be one of the twelve and, with 
full knowledge of what he was, gave him the bag to carry. 
The Scripture says that Judas was a thief. Why then 
did Jesus make him the treasurer of the band of dis- 
ciples? In order to give Judas a chance to manifest what 
he was, so that he might take what he was to the One 
who alone could change him and make him an honest 
man. Peter was given opportunity to manifest what he 
was in the matter of the serving maid and his fear. Peter 
was a coward, but did not know it until the night he 
denied the Lord. He had been given the chance to mani- 
fest what he really was, and when he learned this, was 
ready, unlike Judas, to take it to Jesus, and in Him he 
found the remedy for cowardice and the power to become 
the valiant, fearless man of the book of Acts. This is 
what the law does for us. It shows us what we really 
are: shows us to be natural, not cultivated, sinners; and 
it does this in order, not to drive us to despair, but to 
drive us to the Lord Jesus Christ, Who alone can 
change us. 


2. The Ritual Given, 21-40. 

a) Directions for building the Tabernacle. 

b) Directions for the Priesthood. 

The government of Israel was a theocracy. God Him- 
self was the Ruler, the King, the Sovereign. 


IV. Access to God, Lev. 1-27 


As soon as the law, which shuts man out from God, 
was given, provision was made for access to God apart 
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from the law altogether. In this book of Leviticus the 
way of access is set before us. Therefore over this 
book might be written, “Access to God.” 


1. The Method of Access to God, 1-7. 

This is found in the five great offerings, which show 
forth in type the one great offering of the Person of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The institution of the offerings was 
from God outward to man, and so speak of their mean- 
ing to Him. The presentation of them was from man in- 
ward to God, and so speak of what they meant to man. 

a) The trespass offering has to do with man’s sins: 
what he does. 

b) The sin offering has to do with man’s sim: what 
he is. 

c) The meat offering is a type of the perfect human- 
ity of our Lord, and it enables the offerer, justified by 
the trespass and the sin offerings, to be at ease, as a 
human being, in the presence of God, the Holy One. 

d) The peace offering is a type of the One in Whom 
man holds communion with God, enjoying the same food 
and having fellowship with Him in the same thing: the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Communion means “to share.” God 
cannot share nothing, nor will He have part in that 
which is imperfect in any respect. He therefore pro- 
vides this Perfect One to share with us. 

e) The burnt offering is a type, setting forth the hid- 
den excellencies of our Lord, enabling man to offer to 
God that which satisfies the hidden and, to man, un- 
fathomable depths of His heart and nature, depths which 
man, as stich—yea even justified, holy, perfect man— 
could never understand. But, partaking of the peace 
offering, man learns that these deeps exist, and he comes 
to the place where he longs to bring to God something 
that will satisfy even these unfathomable depths of His 
nature. He does this when he offers the burnt offering 
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which speaks of all the unexcelled and unequalled moral 
excellencies and beauty and glory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and which satisfies God in the farthest reaches of 
His Divine being and nature. 


2. The Medium of Access to God, 8-10. 

This is found in the priesthood, and it is by way of 
the priest that we come to God. We need to remember 
that there is no such thing as a priest on earth at this 
present time. God’s choice of the priesthood was from 
the tribe of Levi. If therefore Jesus, Who came from 
the tribe of Judah, were on earth today He could be no 
priest. We come to God today, not by means of any 
priest on earth, but through our Great High Priest, even 
Jesus, Who is now at the right hand of God. 


3. The Condition for Access to God, 11-22. 

This section is occupied with the laws concerning 
purity, suggesting that separation from all that is con- 
trary to God is the one great condition of access unto 
Him. 


4. The Benefits of Access to God, 28-27. 

These are seen in the symbolic and typical meanings of 
the feasts and fasts sets forth in this section. There are 
a number of books * which are most helpful in the study 
of these feasts and fasts. 

A good outline of the book of Leviticus can be formed 
around the key words of the book: 

“The Lord spake,” occurs about 36 times. This gives 
certainty for every question and authority for every 
statement. The question is, What did He speak about? 
The following words tell. 


* The Bible Institute Colportage Association, 896 N. La Salle St., Chi- 
cago, can supply these, 
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“Offering, sacrifice,” and like words occur about 91 
times, and speak of the way of approach to God, chap- 
ters 1-7. 

“Priest, priesthood,” occur about 165 times, and speak 
of the medium for approach to God, chapters 8-10. 

“Clean, unclean,” occur about 186 times, and speak of 
the condition for approach to God, chapters 11-16. 

“Holy, holiness,” occur about 101 times, and speak of 
the result of the approach to God, chapters 17-27. 


V. The Order of the Camp, Num. 1-10 


In the center was the presence of God, manifested in 
the holy of holies of the tabernacle. Israel was to look 
inward for her resource in every time of need, not out- 
ward. The nation was to know there was all-sufficiency 
for all places and all times at the center of her life. 

When the cloud that covered them moved, the whole 
camp struck stakes. The tribes on the east moved first, 
then those on the south, then the tabernacle, carried by 
the Levites, followed by the tribes on the north and west. 

Today the believer has an indwelling Christ to whom 
he may look and in whom he finds sufficiency for every 
need. The believer is wise who moves only at the in- 
stance of Him Who dwells at the center. 


VI. From Sinai to Moab, Num. 11-21 


These chapters record the thirty-eight years of failure 
and the consequent wandering. They may be outlined 
as follows: 

1. Rebellion at God’s provision, Num. 11-12. Mur- 
muring about food and water. 

2. Rebellion at God’s prophet, Num. 12. Finding fault 
with Moses. 
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3. Rebellion at God’s possession, Num. 18-15. Mis- 
trust of God which led to sending the spies. 

4. Rebellion at God’s priest, Num. 16-20. Disputing 
God’s appointments. 

5. The provision for their sin, Num. 21. The brazen 
serpent. 


VII. Israel at Moab, Num. 22-26 


This section contains the story of Balaam and Balak, 
the last attempt of Satan to keep Israel out of the prom- 
ised land. 


VIII. The Addresses of Moses, Deut. 1-34 


The book of Deuteronomy contains a series of ad- 
dresses delivered by Moses at various times and in 
various lengths to the people of Israel while in the plains 
of Moab, before they entered the promised land. 


1. History, 1-4. Remembrance of God’s care and 
patience—the past, 

He is occupied with the past, telling them that the 
promised land was theirs by the grace of God. It was 
now to be theirs in experience, by their taking possession 
of the gift. The gift comes by grace, the possession of 
the gift in experience comes by obedience. 

In this section we should note carefully chapter one, 
verses 21 and 22. When we read the account of the 
sending of the spies into the land, in the book of Num- 
bers, it appears as though they were sent at the instiga- 
tion of the Lord. But these verses in Deuteronomy make 
it clear that it was Israel who chose to send the spies, and 
God allowed them to have their own way. It is dan- 
gerous to be allowed one’s own way. 


‘Moses AND His Work 41 


2. Exposition, 5-30. Remembrance of God’s law 
and justice—the present. 

He expounds to them what God has said. He speaks 
in the light of Israel’s present. 

Note 7:1, 2. The force of this will be seen when they 
are in the land. 


3. Prophecy, 31-34, Remembrance of God’s prom- 
ise and purpose—the future. 

Moses looks out into the future and speaks of their 
coming apostacy and consequent scattering among the 
nations of the earth. He speaks, too, of their regathering 
from the north, the south, the east, and the west, from all 
the nations among whom they will be scattered. He 
speaks of their restoration to their own land, and of the 
coming of a Prophet, like unto himself, whom the Lord 
their God would raise up unto them. Peter, in the third 
chapter of Acts, tells us that Jesus is that Prophet. 

After Moses had delivered his closing address the Lord 
took him to a mountain where he found his burial place. 
The Lord had previously told Moses to appoint another 
in his place, and Joshua, who was so appointed, came to 
the front immediately to assume the leadership. 


IX. The Conquest of the Land, Josh. 1-12 


Under the leadership of Joshua the people of Israel 
went over Jordan into the promised land, conquering 
first the central portion, then the southern, and finally 
the northern section. They conquered the land by faith. 
When they followed God implicitly, God worked for 
and through them. When they followed their own 
reason, or walked by sight, they failed. Faith is not 
against reason, but is sometimes higher than lan reason. 
Faith will sometimes do things ae eh. time appear 
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to be contrary to reason, but the outcome shows it to be 
the highest reason. 


X. The Land Divided, Josh. 13-24 


It is to be noted here that they did not utterly destroy 
the people from the land, as they were instructed by the 
Lord to do. We shall see in their later history what a 
great mistake this was, and what suffering and sin re- 
sulted from their disobedience. 


XI. The Period of the Judges, Jud. 1-21 


The reader is referred to Deuteronomy 7:1, 2. God 
told them to drive out the inhabitants and to destroy them 
utterly. But they went into the land like a farmer 
establishing himself on uncleared soil. He clears just 
enough to support himself at first, leaving the rest as 
it was. Israel went that way into the promised land. 
Instead of obeying God and utterly destroying the na- 
tions there, they merely drove them to the hills round 
about. And this gave rise to their troubles during the 
times of the Judges. When one of the tribes of Israel 
was found off guard, these nations that should have 
been destroyed swept down upon it, taking it captive 
and placing it under bondage. Then the tribe sent up a 
cry of repentance, and God raised up a judge to deliver 
it from the hands of the enemy. God had told them that 
if they did not drive out these nations they would be as 
pricks in their side, and such they proved. God desired 
to have these nations out, for as long as they remained 
there they would endanger Israel’s political and religious 
individuality, and God would be left without the wit- 
ness Fe desired to have among the nations of the earth. 
The book of Judges can be outlined as follows: 
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1. Rebellion Against God, 1:1-3:6. 
In this section they refused to do as God told them 
to do. 


2. Revival from God, 3:7-16:31. 
In this section they turned back to God. 


3. Rejection by God, 17 :1-21:25. 

In this section they became mixed with and like unto 
the nations round about, and finally descended to the 
place where every man did what was right in his own 
sight. At the close of the book of Judges the need for 
a king after God’s heart is plainly seen, 


XII. The Remnant, Ruth 


Ruth is a picture of the godly remnant who were true 
to God in the midst of the awful days of the Judges. 
It speaks of the possibility of godly living in any age and 
in any surroundings. It also gives the genealogy of 
David’s line through the days of the Judges. Dispensa- 
tionally, it forms the link between Judges, the time of 
ruin, and Samuel, the setting up of the kingdom, 


CHAPTER VI 


THE MONARCHY 
1 Samuel to Malachi 


We come now to the point where Israel passed from 
a theocracy, in which the supreme power was vested in 
a prophet speaking as the oracle of God, to a monarchy 
wherein the supreme power was vested in a king, the 
anointed of the Lord. : 

From 1 Samuel to the book of Malachi is given the 
rise, growth, failure, and future of the kingdom. 

Samuel was the last judge. The people, failing to 
drive out the nations as God commanded, soon desired 
to be like those nations. Not wanting to be peculiar 
they said to Samuel, “Make us a king like the nations 
round about.” In Numbers 33: 51-55 and also in Hosea 
13: 9-11 we are told why they asked for a king and the 
reason why God acceded to their request. 


I. The Book of the King, 1 and 2 Sam. 


The character of this book is governmental and provi- 
dential. It records the history in its making from the 
human viewpoint. 


1, The Story of Samuel, 1 Sam. 1-10. 

The nation appeared before Samuel and asked that 
they have a king. Samuel turned to God with the re- 
quest, and God told him, “Give them a king, for they 
have not rejected you, but they have rejected me, that I 
should not be king over them.” Did God intend that 
the government should be a theocracy, and did Israel 
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force Him to institute a monarchy? God is never taken 
by surprise by what His people do. Whatever errors 
His people may commit, whatever failures they make, or 
whatever sin they fall into, they never find Him unpre- 
pared to meet the emergency. Long before, while as yet 
they had no thought of a king, God had, through the 
prophet Moses, arranged as to what kind of king they 
should have. When the time came they found that God 
was prepared to meet their demand. Had they been 
acquainted with the writings of the prophet Moses, as 
they should have been, they would have chosen a king 
after God’s heart in the first place, instead of the king 
they did choose. 


2. The Story of Saul, 1 Sam. 11-81. 

Four words will cover this section: 

a) RECEPTION OF SAUL BY THE PEOPLE and, on behalf 
of the people, by God. 

b) REBELLION oF Saut AGAINST Gop. He started 
off well but ended poorly. 

c) REJECTION oF SAUL By Gop. This because of his 
pride, rebellion, and disobedience. 

d) Saut’s DIsoBEDIENCE AND SUICIDE. 

Saul’s rejection and the reasons for it are recorded in 
the fifteenth chapter. It is a very pathetic chapter, but 
the pathos cannot lead us to accuse God unjustly, as 
many do. It is said by some that the judgment upon Saul 
was altogether too heavy for the one error he made in not 
slaying all those who belonged to Agag, as God had 
commanded him. But they have little conception of the 
fearful results of disobedience to God. These results 
are far reaching according to the person’s position. The 
results that flowed from Saul’s disobedience were far 
more serious than those that would have come from the 
disobedience of one of the common people. He was the 
king, and as the king he represented the nation. It was 
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because of the disobedience of the people under Joshua 
that the awful story of the judges has a place in history. 
That story is the outcome of sin. They did not drive out 
all the Canaanites, as God had commanded, and the re- 
sult, as we have seen, was the times of the judges. A 
further result we have here in their asking for a king. 
“Make us a king, like the nations round about.” Had 
they obeyed God there would have been no “nations 
,round about” for them to be like. That disobedience 
resulted in the choice of Saul hundreds of years after- 
wards. The further result of Saul’s failure is found in 
the book of Esther. Humanly speaking, the story of 
the book of Esther would never have been written had 
it not been for this failure of Saul. In tracing Haman’s 
descent, it is found that if Saul had fully obeyed the 
Lord there would have been no Haman to attempt the 
destruction of Israel. In other words, Saul’s failure to 
fulfil God’s instructions placed in jeopardy, a long time 
afterward, God’s own word. God had declared that 
Israel should never pass away. Satan set to work to dis- 
prove that word, and he used Saul to save alive those 
who belonged to Agag. It was Agag’s descendant, in the 
person of Haman, that nearly succeeded in utterly de- 
stroying Israel. Disobedience to God is most serious, 
having far reaching results even after the one who dis- 
obeys has passed from the scene, 


3. The Story of David, 2 Sam. 1-24. 

Four words will cover this section: 

a) David’s Rise. 

b) David’s Reign. 

c) David’s Relapse. 

d) David’s Restoration. | 

The promise to David in 7%: 13-24 should be carefully 
read. This is God’s unconditional promise of the throne a 
to the house of David. Comparing this passage with 1 
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_ Chronicles 29:23 we learn that the throne so promised 
to David is the throne of the Lord. David was promised 
the throne in perpetuity and was assured that there would 
never fail a descendant of his to sit as king upon that 
throne, ruling over the nation in the land promised to 
Abraham. 


II. The Book of the Kingdom, 1 and 2 Kings 


The character of this book is chronological and pro- 
phetical. As in Samuel it records the history from the 
human viewpoint, or as man rules. 


1, The United Kingdom, 1 Kings 1-11. 

a) Saut, Davin, Sotomon. The records of these 
kings are repeated with some additions to and some 
omissions from the record in Samuel. Samuel gave the 
governmental and providential character, while here we 
have the chronological and prophetical character of the 
history. 

b) RenosoaM. Around this name gathers the story 
of the division of the kingdom. Shortly after Rehoboam, 
Solomon’s son, came to the throne, the people came to 
him saying his father had made their burdens too heavy, 
and they wanted relief from the existing conditions. 
The king consulted with the aged men, who advised that 
he speak kindly to the people, consider what they said 
and deal with them as they desired. Then Rehoboam 
turned for advice to the younger men, the princes with 
whom he had been brought up. With the hot-headed- 
ness of youth they advised him to tell the people that if 
Solomon’s rule had been hard his would be harder still. 
This he foolishly did, and ten of the tribes said, “We 
will erect another kingdom and secede from the house 
of Judah and from King Rehoboam.” A young man 
named Jeroboam was called from Egypt to be their 
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king, and the kingdom called Israel was set up in the 
northern part of the promised land. Rehoboam was 
left with two tribes to form the kingdom of Judah. Jero- 
boam became fearful that his people would revert to 
Rehoboam, because twice each year they were required 
by the command of God to go to the city of Jerusalem. 
He was afraid that when they went there they would 
be reminded of what and who they were by their religious 
sacrifices and services, and perhaps be turned back from 
him and he would lose his kingdom. He therefore said, 
“Now, Israel, it is too wearisome for you to go away 
down to the city of Jerusalem twice each year. I will 
erect two places here in Israel where you can worship 
God. You need not spend all the time required to go to 
Jerusalem, and you can worship God here as well as 
there.” Israel hearkened to him and from that time on 
we read over and over again of “Jeroboam, the son of 
Nebat, who made Israel to sin.” The sin was in attempt- 
ing to come before God in a place other than that which 
He had designated. Today, God declares He is to be 
found in Christ, and only in Christ. The curse of Jero- 
boam rests on all who would find God anywhere but in 
Christ. 


2. The Divided Kingdom, 1 Kings 12-2 Kings 25. 
a) THE Krnes or Jupaw. After Rehoboam there 
came twenty kings, ending with Zedekiah. These twenty 
kings were all members of one dynasty, that of David. 
This was according to God, for He had declared that 
He would bring in His king, who should reign forever 
over the house of Judah, through the family of David. 
b) THe Kins or Isrart. After Jeroboam there came 
nineteen kings, ending with Hoshea. These represented 
nine different families, 
c) THe Deportation or Isrart (2 Kings 17). Israel 
had turned away from God under Jeroboam, and while 
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the turning was slight at the beginning it soon became 
worse and worse. God sent prophets to remind Israel 
of her sinfulness and to warn her of its certain result, 
but all without avail. Finally God was compelled, in 
judgment upon her, to raise up Shalmaneser, leader of 
the Assyrians, who came and took the ten tribes captive, 
scattering them throughout Assyria. These tribes are 
today called “the lost ten tribes”—lost from the sight of 
man but not from the sight of God. 

d) THe DeportraTion or JupaH (2 Kings 25). The 
kingdom of Judah continued for over a hundred years 
after the deportation of Israel, but she would not be 
warned by the consequences of Israel’s sin nor by the 
warnings given her through God’s prophets. In spite of 
all, continued idolatry was found in Judah, until she 
also was given into captivity to Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon. Judah was returned to her land, as we shall 
see, after seventy years captivity, but Israel (the ten 
tribes) has not as yet been restored. Her restoration 
awaits a future day. 


III. The Book of the Temple, 1 and 2 Chron. 


The character of this book is ecclesiastical and moral. 
It records the history from the divine viewpoint, not as 
man rules but as God overrules. It is written from the 
viewpoint, too, of the time when the events recorded are 
past, looking back on the history in the light of the cap- 
tivity and restoration. It gives the moral viewpoint of 
the history it records. The governmental viewpoint is 
found in Samuel, the chronological in Kings, and the 
moral in Chronicles. Some of the events mentioned in 
the former two are omitted in Chronicles, and some 
events recorded in this book are not found in the others. 
The reason for this is that God in these books is pre- 
senting the history from different aspects. He would 
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have us learn how He rules and overrules providentially, 
governmentally, and morally. In Samuel and Kings He 
tells us of the course of events, and then in Chronicles 
He reveals the reason for or the meaning of those events. 
This is always God’s way—first the human, then the 
Divine; first the natural, then the spiritual; first the 
things of earth (how man rules), then the things of 
heaven (how God overrules). 


1. The Genealogies, or the Separation of the Na- 
tions, 1 Chron. 1-10. 

If we carefully examine these ten chapters we will 
find one particular line from Adam down upon which 
God’s eye was fixed, and whenever He touched that line 
He developed it until He brought it at last to David. He 
has been separating that line from all others, which are 
passed over with a word or referred to only as they come 
in touch with this special line. In these chapters we see 
God’s separation of the nations according to the people 
of Israel. 


2. The Kings of Judah, or the Subjection of the Na- 
tions, 1 Chron. 11-2 Chron. 35. 

In this repeated history we are given God’s viewpoint, 
looking back over the record in the light of the captivity 
and restoration. 


IV. Restoration of the Temple and Service, Ezra 


After seventy years of captivity, Judah was returned 
by God to her own land under the leadership of Ezra. 
They were returned this time in order that the temple 
might be restored and the service of God renewed. This 
return from Babylon is not that restoration for the whole 
nation of which the prophets speak. They, the prophets, 


speak of a future restoration for the whole nation, both , 
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Judah and Israel, when there shall be no longer two 
nations, but both shall become one again under one king. 
A careful reading of Ezekiel 37: 22 and Amos 9:15 will 
clearly show this, There are many other passages of 
like import, but these will suffice. 


V. Restoration of the Wall and the Separation, 
Nehemiah 


Twelve years after Ezra, Nehemiah came from Baby- 
lon to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and to restore the 
separation of the people of God. As long as the temple 
was in ruins there could be no service, and as long as 
the wall was down there could be no separation. Service 
growing out of separation and service leading to separa- 
tion, is God’s desire. He would have us separated unto 
Himself first of all, that we might serve acceptably. The 
more real the service, the more definite is the separation. 


VI. Esther 


The book of Esther finds its place between the sixth 
and seventh chapters of Ezra. We shouid remember, in 
reading Esther, that Israel is out of her own land and 
in captivity because of her sin. They therefore have 
no direct call upon God. It is merely God’s providence 
which cares for them. Because of this there are no im- 
mediate dealings between God and His people found in 
the book. 


VII. The Prophets, Isaiah to Malachi 


It was during the period of the monarchy that most 
of the Old Testament prophets flourished. Enoch, 
Moses, and others were prophets, but we speak now of 
those, commonly known as the prophets, from Isaiah to 
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Malachi. These had their ministry during the period 
mentioned above, certain of them in Judah and certain in 
Israel. They had a special message which was called 
forth by the conditions of their times, and to understand 
them we should discover what period of the kingdom 
they were in and to what nation they were speaking. 
Their messages are also significant for future times, al- 
though the prophets were not necessarily foretellers, but 
forthtellers. 

These prophets have, speaking broadly, the same mes- 
sage. They speak of the rise of God’s chosen people, 
the sin of that people, the judgment on the sin, the promise 
of future restoration, and the glorious future before 
them, and, through them, before the other nations of the 
earth. 


1, Prophets to Israel Before the Captivity. 

Amos.—The keynote of his message was Israel’s sin. 

Hosea.—He reminded Israel of her sin and also of 
God’s love. The book of Hosea has in it the throb of the 
heart of God as it beats with unquenchable love and 
affection for His people. Nothing in all secular litera- 
ture can be compared with it. 

Jonah.—Jonah did not speak directly to Israel, but 
indirectly through his message to and feelings about Nine- 
vah, reminding Israel that she was not chosen for her 
own sake merely, but that God might use her to deal 
with others. Jonah presents in his personal history a 
picture of the history of his nation. 


2. Prophets in Judah Before the Captivity. 

Joel.—The burden of his message was the coming of 
the Spirit of God, which was partially fulfilled in the 
second chapter of Acts. 

Isaiah.—This great prophet spoke concerning the com- 
ing of the King and Saviour. 
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Micah.—This prophet has the promise of the coming 
of Messiah. 

Nahum.—He spoke of the “burden of Ninevah,” which 
turned back from the repentance shown under the preach- 
ing of Jonah. 

Zephaniah.—The story of the coming judgment upon 
Judah is told by him. 

Jeremiah.—Called the weeping prophet. He spoke of 
the captivity of Judah. The book of Lamentations is a 
supplement to this book. 

Habakkuk.—He recites the story of the Chaldean in- 
vasion of Judah. 


3. Prophets in Judah During Her Captivity. 

Daniel and Ezekiel spoke to God’s people, through 
their visions and their prophecies, of their glorious fu- 
ture, cheering them, comforting them, encouraging them 
in their state of captivity ; telling them the captivity would 
some day be over, and “the times of the Gentiles” cease. 

Obadiah.—When Judah was in trouble Edom came and 
stole her goods. Through this prophet God spoke of 
judgment upon Edom for the treatment of Judah. 


4. Prophets After the Captivity. 

Haggai was sent to encourage the remnant that had 
returned from Babylon. 

Zechariah was sent with a message of the coming of 
the Great King. 

Malachi spoke of the coming of Messiah and the com- 
ing of His forerunners; the first was fulfilled in Christ 
and the second in John the Baptist. 

These last three prophets should be read in connection 
with the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

I repeat what has been said before: in order to make a 
profitable study of the prophets they should be read in 
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connection with the history of the period during which 
they spake. 


VIII. Job 


God’s ways in providence are seen in the book of Job. 
This book finds its place between the eleventh and twelfth 
chapters of Genesis. It is wholly patriarchal. There is 
no mention of Abraham nor of the land of bondage. 
It is doubtless the oldest book of the Bible, and the whole 
story can be covered with the word, “God's ways in 
providence.” 


IX. The Psalms 


God’s ways in government are seen in the book of 
Psalms. The Psalms are largely experimental, and all 
the various experiences of God’s a in all ages find 
voice through them. 

They are also prophetical, and we cannot understand 
them if we lose sight of this fact. 

Concerning the imprecatory psalms, with wich so 
many find fault, let it be understood that finding fault 
with them is finding fault with God. They are far from 
being brutal, as some charge. They might, for illustra- 
tion, be compared to a surgical operation. A surgeon 
would cut out a tumor which threatened to result in the 
death of the patient. So when people reach a state of 
corruption which threatens the whole body politic, God 
must remove them by His chosen instruments or all would 
become corrupt, wrong would go unjudged, and the jus- 
tice of God be outraged. 


X. Proverbs 


God’s ways in wisdom are seen in the book of Proverbs, 
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XI. Ecclesiastes 


No satisfaction for man “‘under the sun,” is the mes- 
sage of the book of Ecclesiastes. The key word of the 
book is “under the sun.” All that the world can offer 
“under the sun” is but vanity of vanities, and in this man 
can never find full satisfaction, for he is higher than the 
sun. There is that in man which reaches above and be- 
yond everything “under the sun,” and unless he grasps 
that which is above it he can never be perfectly content. 


XII. The Song of Solomon 


Full satisfaction above the sun is found through the 
Song of Songs. This book lifts us up to the place where 
complete satisfaction is found for the spirit of man. 
Man comes to perfect rest and contentment in the Per- 
son of Him Who is above the sun. 


XITI. Gentile Supremacy 


With the era of the captivity, when Judah was given 
into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, there be- 
gan what is called in the Scriptures “The times of the 
Gentiles.” Over all the history from the captivity may 
be written “Gentile supremacy.” Dominion was given 
by God to one nation after another: Babylon, Media, 
Persia, Greece, Rome. The last named was the ruling 
power when our Lord came to earth. 


CHAPTER VII 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 
Matthew to John 


In the Old Testament, wherever the recovery and 
blessing of the race is promised it is in connection with 
the coming of One who was to be the “seed of the 
woman.” When the restoration and blessing of the 
nation of Israel is spoken of, it is in connection with the 
coming of the “King of Israel.” When the blessing of 
God towards individuals is mentioned, it is in connection 
with the coming of One Who was to be both the Son of 
Man and the Son of God. When therefore the Old 
Testament closed, there remained a mass of unfulfilled 
promises and prophecies concerning this coming One 
Who was to appear as the King of Israel (Zech. 9:9), 
the Servant of Jehovah (Isa. 42:1), the Son of Man 
(Gen. 3:15), and the Son of God (Isa. 9:6). 

When all the promises and prophecies of the Old Tes- 
tament are collected and classified they fall into place 
under one or another of these four heads: The King, 
The Servant, The Son of Man, The Son of God. The 
four Gospels are the presentations of this Person Who 
was thus to come with these four designations. 

Suppose four men were asked to describe a building, 
one taking the north, one the south, one the east, and one 
the west side. The description by the man on the north 
side would be different from that of the others, because 
of the different viewpoint, and so from that of each of 
the others. There may be much that is similar in each of 
the descriptions, and of course there will be much that 
is peculiar to each. So with the writers of these four 
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books called the Gospels. In all it is the same Person 
that is set forth, but each has his own peculiar view- 
point. 

The Church Fathers saw these four views in the faces 
of the cherubim, as described by Ezekiel, in Ezekiel 1-4. 
One had the face of a lion, one the face of an ox, one the 
face of a man, and one the face of an eagle. In these 
figures the Church Fathers saw Jesus: the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the King; the ox, speaking of service and 
sacrifice, the Servant; the man, speaking of the Son of 
Man; the eagle, the bird that flies beyond the clouds into 
the sun, the Son of God. 

This fourfold description of the Coming One is also 
seen in the many references found in the Old Testament 
to the “Branch.” For instance, The Branch as the King, 
Jeremiah 23:5. The Branch as the Servant, Zechariah 
3:8. The Branch as the Son of Man, Zechariah 6:12. 
The Branch as the Son of God, Isaiah 4:2. This is 
seen also in the special announcements introduced by the 
word “Behold,” as in Zechariah 9:9, “Behold thy King”; 
Isaiah 42:1, “Behold my Servant”; Zechariah 6:12, 
“Behold the Man”; Isaiah 40:9, “Behold your God.” 

Matthew writes of Him as the King. He records the 
incidents, discourses, acts, etc., that reveal His Kingship. 
He paints a picture, in the foreground of which there 
stands the King of Israel, the Lord Jesus Christ, long 
promised by the prophets. In the background of the pic- 
ture there may be seen the same Person as the Servant 
of Jehovah, glimpses of Him as the Son of Man and 
as the Son of God, but the picture itself is that of the 
King. 

In Mark, the King retires to the background, and the 
picture presented is that of the Servant of Jehovah. It 
is the Gospel of “Go.” 
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In Luke, the Servant goes to the background, and the 
picture is that of the Son of Man. 

In John, the Son of God occupies the center of the 
picture, 

The Gospels are not a chronological life of Christ. In- 
deed there is no life of Christ in print. “Many other 
things did He” that are not recorded here. The Gospels 
are four pictures showing Jesus Christ as the promised 
One of the Old Testament,—the King, the Servant, the 
Son of Man, and the Son of God. 

We shall not read the Gospels understandingly until 
we read them with this fourfold presentation in mind. 
Any attempt to make a chronological life of Christ must 
result in more or less confusion, for the reason that the 
writers, though they record the same events, place them 
one in one place and others in another. The writers are 
occupied with the picture they are making and not with 
the colors being used, and chronology is sometimes disre- 
garded. One of the writers may take several events 
which occurred months apart and record them as though 
the one followed the other. Another may take these same 
events and place the record of other events between 
them. Each writer marks out Christ in the special char- 
acteristic of which he is writing. 

The peculiarities of each Gospel brings this out in per- 
haps a fuller way. 


1. Matthew.—Christ as the King of the Jews. 

a) The first thing recorded in the book is His gene- 
alogy. The book is written for the Jews; therefore the 
legal right to the throne must be established before any 
other claim will be heard. Therefore the legal right of 
Jesus, secured by His descent from David, is presented 
first of all. It is interesting to note that Jesus is the last 
Jew who can establish such a claim. If at the present 
time a Jew should rise to claim the throne of David, the 
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first question he would be required to answer is, “Have 
you a legal claim? Can you prove that you are directly 
descended from David and from Abraham?” Jesus is 
the last Jew who can prove His descent in a direct line 
from David and from Abraham. In the Gospel of Mat- 
thew His genealogy is traced no further back than Abra- 
ham, for the following reason: Abraham was given the 
promise of a land to be inhabited by a nation descended 
from him, and David was promised a throne upon which 
his son should rule over that nation in that land. The 
Jew, therefore, as far as Messiah is concerned, is not in- 
terested in any one beyond Abraham. 

b) As the King He assumes authority, saying, “Ye 
have heard that it hath been said of old time 
but I say unto you.” Thus He assumes authority above 
their law. “Ye have heard,” He says, quoting their law. 
“7 say unto you” proclaims His word as the supreme 
authority, for the King promised was to be an absolute 
monarch. 

c) When the Bible speaks of the King it speaks of 
One who not only assumes absolute authority but exer- 
cises it. Therefore in this Gospel Jesus exercises that 
authority when He pronounces woe upon those who re- 
ject His claims. 

d) The keynote of Matthew is “The Kingdom of 
Heaven.” This expression occurs over thirty-two times 
in this Gospel, and nowhere else in the New Testament. 
It means the rule of the heavens over the earth in the 
hands of One Who is the son of David and absolutely 
under the control of heaven. Such an One is Jesus 
Christ. 

e) In Matthew we are told He was born King of the 
Jews; in Luke it reads “born a Saviour.” 

f) In Matthew He was crucified because He said He 
was the King of the Jews; in John because He said He 
was the Son of God. 
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g) There is no record of the ascension in Matthew, 
because as King of the Jews His place is upon the earth. 


2. Mark.—Christ as the Servant of Jehovah. 

We should remember that He was not the servant of 
man but the Servant of Jehovah. Making Him the serv- 
ant of man leads inevitably to mere humanitarianism. 
Only as God is properly served can any lasting benefit 
come from service for man. Shut God out, or even 
make Christ to be the servant of God and man, and all 
the good that can be done for man will be but temporary. 

a) There is no genealogy given in Mark. The reason 
is that the servant does not hold his position by virtue 
of his ancestry but of his qualifications as a servant. 

b) There is no record here of His origin nor of His 
birth, no mention of His boyhood, no reference to Bethle- 
hem, no account of His youth. He is just the Servant, 
and as the Servant this Gospel presents Him going at 
once about His serving. 

c) The key word of this book is “straightway,” “fo1th- 
with,” etc., and it occurs some forty times out of the 
eighty in the New Testament. As a true servant should 
be, He is found in the Gospel through Mark “straight- 
way” at the work He came to do. 

d) There are four parables in Mark, and all are con- 
cerned with service, as is proper in such a book. 

e) He is never called “Lord” in Mark until after the 
resurrection. (The word “Lord” in 9:24 is omitted, 
as it should be, in the Revised Version.) 

f) There is continuous, unbroken service and activity 
in this Gospel. All the chapters except three begin with 
the word “and.” And He did this, and He did that, and 
He did the other. He was ready to serve at any time, 
ready to leave His meals, ready to move at a moment’s 
notice, always on call, always found as a true servant 
should be found. 
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g) There is no “our Father” in Mark. 

h) In Mark 13: 32 we read, “No man knoweth . 
no, not . . . the Son.” This is fully explained by 
John 15:15: “The servant knoweth not what his lord 
doeth.” 


3. Luke.—Christ as the Son of Man. 

a) His genealogy is here traced back to Adam. It 
does not stop at David or Abraham, as in Matthew, but 
goes back to the first man, because in Luke, Jesus, as 
the Son of Man, embraces all men everywhere. 

b) This Gospel specially portrays Him as praying. 
He is here, as man is and should be, the dependent One. 
Today we are in danger of becoming independent of 
God. Thinking we can manage for ourselves, it is not 
until we find ourselves in difficulties that we begin to 
pray. But He, the perfect Man, is found in Luke’s Gos- 
pel continually upon His knees. 

c) In Luke 9:6 He sent His disciples out to preach 
“everywhere.” This because as the Son of Man He has 
come for all men. In Matthew, as the King of the Jews, 
He sent His disciples out with the prohibition, “Go not 
into the ways of the Gentiles.” 

d) Humanity seems to be at the front in Luke’s Gos- 
pel. The parables begin with the words “a certain man.” 
In Matthew, the Kingly Gospel, the same parables begin 
with “The kingdom of heaven is like.” 

e) In Luke we see His human sympathy. He wept 
over Jerusalem, healed the ear of Malchus, and took note 
of the thief on the cross. His tender sympathy with 
mankind is found all the way through. 

f) Luke records in part the Sermon on the Mount, but 
omits allusions to the “old times” and references to the 
“law and the prophets.” Here Christ is the Son of Man 
coming to the whole race, and the race as such had no 
“old times” and no “law and the prophets” in the sense 
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that the Jews had. In Matthew, where He is the King 
of the Jews, He speaks of both the “old times” and the 
“law and the prophets.” 

g) In Luke we find Him as man, in the garden with 
the prayer, the agony and the bloody sweat. 


4, John.—Christ as the Son of God. 

a) There is no human genealogy given here at all. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God . . . and the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us.” No human go-be- 
tween. In Matthew, He had to be born King of the 
Jews; in Luke, He had to be born the Son of Man; but 
here He, being God, became incarnate, and as incarnate 
He continued to be the “I AM.” 

b) There is in this Gospel no record of the agony 
and bloody sweat in the garden. It is in John alone 
we are told that when officers came to arrest Him He 
announced Himself as the “I AM.” It was at this name 
they fell backward from Him—they felt themselves in 
the presence of the living God. John thus keeps the 
majesty of Deity in the foreground. 

c) This Gospel is full of private and personal inter- 
views, each one designed to show Him forth as God. 

d) Four signs are given, signs peculiar to this Gos- 
pel, which speak of His Deity. They are, healing the 
nobleman’s son from a distance; power over nature, seen 
in His walking on the sea; healing the man born blind; 
and raising Lazarus from the dead. 

e) It is said by some that Jesus never claimed to be 
God. Four times in this Gospel through John He de- 
clares His own Deity in plain words: 

(1) 3:13. He claims equality of place. In effect He 
says, “I am on earth and in heaven at one and the same 
time.” 

(2) 5:18. He claims equality of nature. The Jews 
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sought to put Him to death because He had not only 
broken the Sabbath but had said that God was His own 
Father. They understood Him to claim that God was 
His Father in a peculiar sense that could not be applied 
to a merely human being. 

(3) 8:58. He claims equality of existence. “Before 
Abraham wasI AM.” Centuries before Moses had asked 
God the question, “If they will not believe me, who shall 
I tell them has sent me? What is thy name?” God’s 
answer was, “Say to them I/ AM hath sent thee, by this 
name will I be known forever.” Not I was, or I wll be, 
but I AM. This name Jesus assumes, 

(4) 10:30. He claims equality of essence. “I and my 
Father are one.” . 

f) It is the Gospel of John that gives the way of 
eternal life: “These are written, that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that be- 
lieving ye might have life through his name” (John 
20:31). 

We cannot be saved by obeying the dictates of a king 
as Matthew portrays Him, nor by walking in the steps 
of a Servant as Mark sets Him forth, nor by imitating 
the perfect Man of Luke’s Gospel. We are saved by 
believing in Jesus the Christ, the Son of God, as John 
reveals Him. After one has so believed he finds in the 
life thus received the power to obey, the strength to 
serve, and the ability to imitate. 

Thus the very peculiarities of the Gospels but show 
more fully their perfection. Matthew wrote of Jesus as 
the King of the Jews; Mark wrote of Him as the Servant 
of Jehovah; Luke wrote of Him as the Son of Man; and 
John wrote of Him as the Son of God. 

These four Gospels have in common the record of the 
cross and of the resurrection, and they all close with the 


missionary prograrr. 


CHAPTER VIII 


THE TRANSITION 
The Acts 


The name “The Acts of the Apostles” does not fit the 
contents of the book, as only Peter and John of the 
original twelve apostles are spoken of. It might better 
be called “The Acts of the Ascended Lord” rather than 
“The Acts of the Apostles.” 

The importance of the Acts is seen in the following 
facts: 

1. It records the advent of the Holy Spirit as the Gos- 
pels record the advent of Christ. It is not meant that 
the Holy Spirit was not always in the world, but that He 
is now come with a different mission than ever before. 

2. It is the connecting link between what has gone 
before and the Epistles that follow. The Bible would 
be incomplete without the book of Acts. In the Old Tes- 
tament the Father is seen at work for men with the 
promise of the coming Son. In the Gospels the Son is 
seen at work with men with the promise of the coming 
Holy Spirit. In the book of Acts the Holy Spirit is seen 
at work through men with the promise of the coming 
glory. 

The Gospels tell of what Jesus was doing and teach- 
ing before the cross, resurrection, and ascension. The 
Acts, beginning where the Gospels end, tells what He 
continued to do and teach. Matthew closes with the 
resurrection of Christ and the missionary program; Mark 
closes with the ascension of Christ and the missionary 
program; Luke closes with the promise of the coming 
of the Holy Spirit and the missionary program; John 
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closes with the promise of the second advent of Christ 
and the missionary program. Acts opens with all of 
these—the resurrection, ascension, the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, the promise of the second advent, and the 
missionary program. 

The purpose of the book of Acts is to show what Jesus 
continued to do and teach as the ascended Lord. 

Acts does not give a full account of the Apostles. For 
instance, there is no record of Paul’s going to Arabia; 
the Epistle to the Galatians records that. There is no 
account of the Gospel going to Egypt and to Babylon: 
1 Peter tells us that. There is no account of the found- 
ing of the church at Rome: The Epistle to the Romans 
makes clear that there was a church there. There is no 
account of various voyages and shipwrecks of Paul: we 
find that in Corinthians. The purpose of the book of 
Acts, therefore, is not to give a full account of the 
Apostles, but to show the acts of the ascended Lord as 
the great Worker, the acts of the Holy Spirit as the 
Power, and the acts of believers as the instruments. To 
remember this will help us in all our Christian service 
and activity. Christ is the Worker, the Holy Spirit is the 
Power, and believers are the instruments. This is the 
reason why so much is said in the Bible of surrendering 
or yielding unto Him. The Spirit of God is not a great 
Divine influence that we are to lay hold of and use, but 
a Divine Person who desires to lay hold of us as instru- 
ments through which He can work. The more sur- 
rendered or yielded we are the better work He can do 
through us. The Holy Spirit dwells in the Body of 
Christ, the Body through which He does His work, and 
that Body is the Church. Christ, we can say with rever- 
ence, cannot do His work on earth today apart from the 
members of His Body. Therefore yielding to God is not 
a vague, mystical, indefinite spiritual experience or exer- 
cise which brings only happy emotions to the heart. 
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There will be actual service wherever actttal surrender 
is found. He will lay hold of the yielded and sur- 
rendered one and through that one will do His own work 
in the world. 

The book may be divided as follows: 


1. The Introduction, 1:1-26. 

The first eleven verses contain a summary of the whole 
book. Note the following seven great truths in these 
eleven verses: 

a) His Activity Is ContTINugEp, 1, 2. He began, He 
is going to continue; first, for the working out of His 
own purpose and, secondly, for the blessing of His 
people. 

b) His Resurrection Is Proven, 3. He presented 
many proofs. For forty days He went in and out among 
them; they handled Him, heard His voice, saw Him move 
and eat, and by many proofs He assured them of the 
literalness of His resurrection. 

c) His Discrptes Are Comrortep, 4, 5. They had 
been given a command not to depart from Jerusalem but 
to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit. This promise 
of His coming is repeated in verse five. 

d) His Krnepom Is Recocnizep, 6, 7, When they 
asked Him if He would at that time restore the kingdom 
to Israel, He told them it was not for them to know 
the times or the seasons. The kingdom is there, it shall 
be set up, but the time remains with the Father. They 
were not rebuked for their inquiry, for that would be to 
rebuke all the prophets, and these disciples were waiting 
for the fulfilment of the Old Testament promises. The 
time of the fulfilment was not made known—“the times 
or seasons are not for you to know.” It is enough for us 
to know that God has declared the coming of the king- 
dom, and it shall come. | 

e) His Wirnesses Arr INstructEp, 8. The witnesses 
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are instructed concerning their character, the subject of 
their witness, and their place. 

Their character is that of the martyr, for that is the 
meaning of the word “witness.” A witness for Jesus 
Christ is a‘martyr. He does not become a martyr at his 
death, his martyrdom ends at his death. The servants 
of Jesus Christ are martyrs, ready to lay down their 
lives for Him, ready to be instruments for His will, ready 
to recognize His claims and say, “I am not my own, I am 
bought with a price.” 

The subject of their witness is Himself. They do not 
bear witness to a church or to religion, as such, or to 
mere morality, but to a Person. “My witnesses,” He 
calls them; “Ye shall be witnesses unto me.” 

The place of their witness is to be in Jerusalem, in 
Judea, in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth. The Church therefore is a missionary society, and 
no person can become a member of the true Church 
without becoming automatically a real missionary. Christ 
is still the great Missionary, and He is using His Body, 
the Church, to do His work. 

f) His Ascension Is AccoMPLISHED, 9. 

g) His Return Is Promisep, 10, 11. “This same 
Jesus shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go.” 


2. In Jerusalem, 2:1-8:3. 

a) THrE PRoMISE OF THE Hoty Spirir FuLriLten, 2: 
1, 2. 

b) Tue BirtH or THE CHURCH, 2: 3-5. One moment 
the disciples were separate units, and the next they were 
formed into a unity. They were bound to one another 
by the Holy Spirit, and bound to the Lord in heaven 
by the same Spirit. They did not know then that they 
were the Church, they still thought they were but a part 
of Israel, still thought they were Jews. The book of 
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Acts shows them associating themselves with the temple 
services, having to do with the priesthood and conducting 
themselves as though they were merely a sect among the 
other sects of Jewry. Indeed we are told that “a great 
company of the priests believed,” and as far as the 
record goes they continued in their vocation as priests. 
The story of Peter and Cornelius further shows they did 
not know what the Church was, for Peter had no idea of 
the coming in, on equal ground, of the Gentile. We shall 
see later that it was not until the revelation was given to 
Paul that they knew what the Church really was. 

c) THe Worx or Gop IN OFFERING, THE SECOND 
Time, the Lord Jesus as Messiah to Israel, 2:5-8:3. 
Israel had rejected God the Father in the Old Testament, 
she rejected God the Son in the Gospels, and she will now 
reject God the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts. 

There are four offers of the King and the kingdom in 
this section, and it is to be noted that each offer is pre- 
ceded by a kingdom sign, such as the prophets had de- 
clared would occur when the King came. 

First offer, 2:5-4%. The sign of the tongues, a king- 
dom sign according to Joel was given. Peter then ex- 
plained it, and the offer of the kingdom was made. This 
resulted in the nation, as such, treating the offer with 
silence, while a few individuals believed. 

Second offer, 3:1-5:11. The sign of the healing of 
the impotent man, another kingdom sign, was given. The 
explanation followed, and the offer was made, with the 
result that the nation, as such, threatened the ones 
through whom the offer was made. Then follows a 
short account of the company of believers. 

Third offer, 5:12-6:%. The kingdom sign of the heal- 
ing of the sick was given, followed by the explanation 
and the offer. This offer the nation met by having those 
through whom it came beaten. 

Fourth offer, 6:8-8:3 The kingdom sign of great 
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miracles among the people (the people being the Jews) 
was given, in 6:8. Then the explanation and the offer, 
with the result that the one who brought it was slain. 

The first offer was met with silence, the second with 
threatening, the third with beating, and the fourth with 
murder. 

d) THE Two ‘Crasses. In this portion of Acts there 
are two classes of people before us. As individuals God 
called out a little company, few in number as compared 
with the numerical strength of the nation, to form the 
nucleus of the Church. At the same time He dealt with 
Israel nationally. Now He set Israel aside and dealt 
wholly with the Church. We must understand this to 
have a clear view of the teaching of the Bible. 

In the eleventh chapter of Genesis God set the race 
aside, and from that day to this His purposes and bless- 
ings for the race, as such, have been held in abeyance. 
At that time He began to deal with a special nation. 
When He gave the “law and the prophets” He gave them 
not to the race but to this special nation called Israel. 
But Israel, as we have just seen, rejected Him, and now 
the Nation is set aside, and His purposes and blessings 
for that nation are now held in abeyance. He began at 
this point to deal with a new thing called the Church. 

The Holy Spirit now divided the human family into 
three sections, which He called the Jew, the Gentile, and 
the Church (1 Cor. 10:32). God still exercises govern- 
mental control over the Gentile nations and over Israel, 
but His moral dealings are now wholly with the Church. 
In the future, after the Church is completed, He will re- 
turn to His moral dealings with Israel, and through her 
with all the nations of the earth. 

e) Tue TRANSITION. God is now calling out a com- 
pany, some from the Gentiles and some from the Jews, 
to form the Church. The Church is a special company 
in which there is neither Jew nor Gentile, but all are one 
in Christ. As Genesis eleven showed us the transition of 
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God’s dealings with a race to His dealings with a nation, 
so here we have the transition from His dealings with 
that nation to His dealings with a select company known 
as the Church. The full revelation concerning the 
Church is given later in the history to the Apostle Paul. 


3. In Judea and Samaria, 8 :4-25. 

This section is the record of Philip’s evangelistic 
efforts, together with that of the Apostles who follow 
him. 


4. In All the World, 8 :26-28 :31. 

a) THe Story oF THE CONVERSION OF THE ETHIO- 
PIAN, 8: 26-40. 

b) SAut (WxHo BecaME THE APOSTLE PavL) 
CHOSEN, 9:1-31. 

Paul was peculiarly the apostle for the Church. The 
Church is formed of both Jews and Gentiles. The Jew 
must be brought out of Judaism and the Gentile must be 
brought out of idolatry. Both Jew and Gentile also need 
teaching concerning the new truth of the Church, and 
this new truth God was pleased to reveal through Paul. 

c) Tue Gospet Procress Towarps Asia, 9: 32-11: 
18. Lyppa, Joppa, CSAREA, 

d) Tue New Center AT ANTIOCH IN Syria, 11: 19- 
12: 25. 

e) Paut’s First Missionary Journey, 13: 1-14: 28. 

f) Tue First CHurcH CoUNCIL AT JERUSALEM, 15: 
1-35. This chapter, especially verses 13-18, should be 
thoroughly studied. | 

g) Paut’s FurtHer Journeys, 15: 36-28: 31. Dr. 
Morgan says, “The book finishes without ending, or ends 
without finishing.” It is still being written by the mem- 
bers of the Church, His witnesses, and it will not be 
finished until the Lord comes. Each member of the 
Church should ask, “What am I writing or causing to be 
written in the book of Acts?” 


CHAPTER IX 


THE CHURCH 
Romans to Jude 


I. The Beginning of the Church 


This is found in Acts 2:1-4. A company of disciples 
were gathered in one place and were there as a company 
of units, separated one from the other. The Holy Spirit 
came upon them and immediately they were formed into 
a unity or a body, bound to each other and to the Lord 
in heaven by the Holy Spirit. Christ and the Church are 
one, forming what is sometimes called the “mystical 
Christ.” In Matthew 16:18 Jesus had said, “Upon this 
rock (that is, the confession of Himself as the Christ 
the Son of God) I wll build my church.” He did not 
say, “I am building,” but “I wil build.” It was still in 
the future. The day of Pentecost recorded in the second 
chapter of Acts is the birthday of the Church. 


II. The Nature of the Church 


1. The Church is not an association in general, such 
as Christendom. When reference is made by the world 
to the “church,” it refers to that which includes Roman 
Catholics, Presbyterians, Christian Scientists, Methodists, 
etc. That is Christendom, the world’s idea of the Church. 

2. The Church ts not an association in particular, such 
as any certain denomination, though there are sects 
which claim to be the only true church. 

3. The Church is not the kingdom, as that is generally 
understood. The Church is in the kingdom but she is 
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not the kingdom. One may be in the kingdom and not 
in the Church. 

4. The Church is not Israel. In many Bibles there is 
found over each chapter a sort of table of contents pur- 
porting to set forth what the chapter treats of. For 
example, over the seventh chapter of Micah is “The 
Church, complaining of her small number. . . .” That 
chapter has to do with the Jews, as a reading of it will 
at once show, and does not concern the Church. What 
is printed over the chapters in italics is not inspired but 
has been added with the intention of being a help to the 
understanding of them. It is, in too many instances, but 
a hindrance. The difference between Israel and the 
Church has often been pointed out and need not be dis- 
cussed here. If any desire to follow the differences in 
detail nothing could be better than to read /srael and the 
Church, by Dr. James H. Brookes, issued by the pub- 
lishers of this booklet. 

5. The Church ts the mystery of the New Testament. 
A mystery in Scripture is not something unknowable by 
or in itself, but is something which can be known only 
by revelation. In Ephesians 3:1-9 we are told that the 
mystery of the Church was made known by revelation to 
the Apostle Paul. It was not made known in other ages 
to the sons of men, as verse five says. Therefore we may 
search the Old Testament from cover to cover and not 
find trace of the Church, save in types and symbols, 
which we cannot understand until we see them in the 
light of this revelation made to the Apostle Paul. The 
mystery was not hid in the Old Testament, but it was 
“hid in God” (Eph. 3:9), and therefore none could 
know it until He was pleased to reveal it. It is “the 
mystery which was kept secret since the world began” 
(Rom. 16:25), and “the mystery which hath been hid 
from ages and from generations, but now is made mani- 
fest to his saints” (Col. 1: 24-26). The secret of the 
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ages and the mystery of the centuries was revealed to 
the Apostle Paul. If we are to know the truth concerning 
the Church, what she is, her work, her service, her hope, 
etc., we must turn first of all to Paul’s writings. 

What is this mystery? It is (Eph. 3:6) “that the 
Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and fellow-members of 
the same body” with the Jews. It is no mystery in the 
Old Testament that the Gentiles should be saved and 
that they should come into supreme blessing on the earth, 
but the promises referring to these things are concerning 
the Gentiles as separate and distinct from Israel. The 
Gentile nations are organizations as Israel is an organiza- 
tion, and as organizations they will come into their prom- 
ised blessings. But in the Church there is neither Jew 
nor Gentile, all are one in Christ. The Church is not an 
organization like the nation of Israel, or the nations of 
the Gentiles, or like the Presbyterian or Methodist 
churches. The Church is an organism. Because of this 
fact a person cannot join the Church but must be joined 
to it by the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:47). There is but one 
true Church, and that is composed of every “born again” 
person since the day of Pentecost which saw its birth 
(Acts 2:1-4). These “born again” persons are members 
one of another, bound together in one body, in a closer 
union than that between brethren after the flesh, and in 
an indissoluble union with Christ, Who is the Head of 
the Church, which is His Body. 

Many figures are used to describe the Church. When 
it is a question of life, she is called the body; when a 
question of love, she is called the bride; when a question 
of worship, she is called the temple. Many other figures 
are used by the Holy Spirit to describe the Church, study 
of which richly repays the labor involved. 
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Suppose that a business firm having several depart- 
ments issued a pamphlet concerning the business and the 
workers therein. The pamphlet would contain specific 
instructions and regulations for each department, but 
throughout there would be found in it certain general 
things applying to all the departments, such as the owner 
of the business, the purpose of the business, etc. But 
there would be certain specific instructions to each de- 
partment which would not and could not apply to any 
of the others. Each department, while having the whole 
pamphlet, would find some things applying to itself alone 
and to none of the others, 

Thus it is with the Bible. It all has to do with the 
Lord, His purposes, work, etc., but there are certain 
specific instructions to a people that is called Israel, cer- 
tain specific things are written of people called the Gen- 
tiles, and certain specific directions written to a company 
called the Church. The directions for Israel cannot be 
applied to the Church and vice versa. The failure to dis- 
criminate between these and to perceive their different 
scope and character is the great cause of confusion re- 
garding the Scriptures. 

In the Epistles, from Romans to Jude, we have what 
may be called specific Church truth: 

1. Romans.—Justification by faith alone. This, in a 
sense, is the foundation truth upon which the Church 
stands in her relation to God. 

2. Corinthians—Church government and order; in- 
structing the Church on earth as to these things. 

8. Galatians.—Liberty from the law. Galatians is 
God’s final answer to legalism of every kind. 

4. Ephesians—The heavenly character and place of 
the Church. : 

5. Philippians —The walk of the Church on earth. 


‘ 
: 


THE CHURCH "5 


6. Colossians.—The sufficiency of the Church, found 
in the Head, Who is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. 

%. Thessalonians.—The hope of the Church, which is 
the second coming of the Lord from heaven. 

8. Timothy, Titus, and Philemon.—The dangers for 
the Church from what may be called Gentile idolatry. 

9. Hebrews, James, and Peter—The dangers for the 
Church from what may be called Jewish apostacy. 

10. Epistles of John—tThe fellowship of the Church— 

1 John.—The nature of the fellowship. 

2 John.—The limits of the fellowship, or whom 
to exclude. 

3 John.—The extent of the fellowship, or whom 
to receive. 

11. Jude—tThe final exhortation to the Church, to 
“earnestly contend for the faith once for all delivered to 
the saints.” The faith here referred to is that body of 
doctrine or teaching contained in the Church Epistles 
from Romans to Jude. 


CHAPTER X 
THE CONSUMMATION 


Revelation 


Revelation means “to take the cover off,” “to expose 
to view,” “to unveil.” When Daniel was given a revela- 
tion he was told to seal the writing, but John was not so 
instructed concerning the writing of this revelation. As 
its name means “to expose to view,” we should naturally 
expect to find this an open book. Instead of this, to 
many minds Revelation is a closed book, little read and 
little thought of, although it is written in chapter one, 
verse three, “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that 
hear the words of this prophecy.” The blessing prom- 
ised does not depend on the ability of the reader to dis- 
cover the meaning of all the symbols that abound in the 
book; it is promised to the one who reads and hears it. 

As it is the “taking the cover off,” the consummation, 
the capstone of all the Scriptures, we must therefore 
know something at least of what has gone before in the 
Bible if we are to understand it. The book of Revela- 
tion is not to be fully understood unless we have some 
general knowledge of what the Old Testament prophets 
have spoken concerning the future. This is specially true 
of Daniel, Zechariah, and Ezekiel. 

Theme.—Being occupied with judgments and with 
what these judgments issue in, the theme may be called 
“Judgment and Its Issues.” | 

Plan.—John was told to write “the things which thou 
hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which 
shall come to pass afterward” (1:19). This is the plan 
on which he writes, and therefore the book falls naturally 
into a threefold division. 
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THE CONSUMMATION 7 
I. “The Things Thou Hast Seen,” 1:1-20 


1. The Introduction, 1:1-7. The address and saluta- 
tion. 


2. Christ the Judge, 1 :8-20. 

John speaks of the things he has seen, and these con- 
cern the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of Man, the First 
and the Last, in the character of Judge. The description 
of the Son of Man here given will be understood, as all 
Scripture is to be understood, by comparing scripture 
with scripture. When we read that His hair and His 
head were white, His feet as burnished brass, etc., we 
should let the Bible tell us what these things mean. 
Somewhere in the Bible the Holy Spirit explains the 
symbols and figures He uses. To have the Bible speak 
to us, we must compare with all the rest what it says 
in a particular place. We should make the Book itself 
tell us what it means. This is what the Apostle had in 
mind when he said “comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual.’”” The whole analogy of Scripture is to be taken 
into consideration; no scripture is of private interpreta- 
tion. 


II. “The Things Which Are,” 2:1-3 :22 


These are found in the messages to the seven churches 
in Asia. It is not meant that these seven were the only 
churches in Asia, but they are representative. They 
illustrate, in their history and characteristics, the history 
and characteristics of the whole professing church from 
its beginning to its end. They are not only historical 
churches, they are also prophetical. They show not only 
the characteristics that obtained in John’s day, but those 
that have marked and shall mark the church on earth 
until the Lord’s second advent. They include all who 
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profess Christ, whether Roman Catholic, Christian 
Scientist, or Protestant. They include the true Church 
and the false, the professors and the true possessors. 
They describe the conditions of the whole profession, in 
which the true Church is included. 

The church of Ephesus represents the conditions that 
characterized the whole church during the first two cen- 
turies. 

The church of Smyrna represents the conditions of the 
church during the third and fourth centuries. 

The church of Pergamos represents the conditions of 
the church from the fourth to the sixth centuries. 

The church at Thyatira represents the conditions from 
the sixth to the twelfth centuries. 

The church of Sardis represents conditions from the 
twelfth to the sixteenth centuries. 

The church of Philadelphia represents conditions from 
the sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries. 

The church of Laodicea represents conditions from the 
nineteenth century to the end of this age, when the Lord 
will come to earth again. 

Each address lends itself to a fivefold division, namely: 

Christ’s title, in keeping with the condition of the 
church. 

Christ’s commendation of what He finds good in the 
church, 

Christ’s complaint of what He finds evil in the 
church. 

Christ’s counsel to the church in view of its condition. 

Christ’s word of promise to the church, 

The condition of these churches was progressive. 
While the state of the present-day church was well 
marked in the church of Laodicea, yet it was there merely 
in germ. It had not then come to the development in 
which we may see it now, 
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III. “The Things Which Shall Be Hereafter,” 
431-22 :17 


1. Before the Millennium, 4:1-20:3. 

a) THe JupcMent THrone, 4. A door in heaven 
was opened, and John saw the judgment throne. This 
has to do with the judgment that is coming upon the 
earth, a physical judgment, and is not the final judg- 
ment, which will be moral and spiritual. 

b) THE JupcmMenT Book, 5. That sealed and mys- 
terious book no man was found worthy to open, be- 
cause, all being sinners, no man can judge his fellow. 
There may be a difference in the degree of our sinfulness, 
but there is no difference in the nature of it. We cannot 
sit in judgment upon one another’s actions. But there 
was found One who did no sin, though tempted in all 
points like as we are, and Who therefore was worthy to 
open the book of judgment. 

c) THe JupemMent Descriprion, 6:1-20:3. There 
are three things to be noted in this section: 

(1) The judgments of the seals, trumpets, and vials. 
These judgments run parallel to each other, the seer 
viewing them from different angles, each one having in 
view a different aspect of the earth conditions. The seals 
have in view the moral conditions, the trumpets the com- 
mercial conditions, and the vials the political and govern- 
mental conditions. 

The seventh seal involves the first trumpet, and the 
seventh trumpet involves the first vial. 

During these judgments on earth a certain remnant 
from Israel, twelve thousand from each tribe, 144,000 
in all, are preserved, protected, and kept through the 
judgments. These 144,000 form the “election of grace.” 

(2) The growth and description of the antichristian 
system. Here the trinity of evil comes into view. The 
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dragon, the beast, and the false prophet, opposed to God 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

(3) The second coming of Christ to the earth, When 
He so comes the beast and the false prophet will be cast 
alive into the lake of fire; the dragon, or Satan, will be 
cast into the bottomless pit, and the Lord will begin His 
millennial reign. 


2. The Millennium, 20:4-6. 

The millennium is the thousand years of Christ’s reign 
on earth. We are told He will reign with righteousness 
(Psa. 96:13), and, on account of the strict justice and 
equity of His reign, His enemies, who will hate such a 
reign and yet are afraid of His judgment on all un- 
righteousness, will give Him feigned obedience and yield 
feigned allegiance (Psa. 66:3). “Morning by morning 
he will bring his judgments to light,” and the person 
who does evil will not wait with the hope of receiving 
a suspended sentence or of having the offence overlooked, 
for judgment shall at once overtake the offender. 

There will be an international court of arbitration, but 
the Lord Himself will sit in that court as the lone Arbiter 
between the nations. Mations will forget war, and plow- 
shares and pruning hooks will replace the spears and 
other implements of warfare (Isa. 2:4). We shall look 
in vain for universal peace on earth until He the Prince 
of Peace is seated upon His throne ruling the world with 
righteousness. He will be, in that day, the King of kings 
and the Lord of lords (1 Tim. 6:14, 15). 


3. After the Millennium, 20:7-22:5. 

After the millennium, Satan will be loosed from the 
bottomless pit and will go forth to deceive the nations. 
A great host of those who during the millennium have 
yielded feigned obedience to the King of kings will flock 
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to Satan’s banner and attempt to overthrew the rule of 
Christ. 

Man will never believe that he is ruled and controlled 
by Satan until this last final proof is given him. Then 
shall he know that he is all for Satan, for he will con- 
sciously accept him as leader and king. It shall be proved, 
when the thousand years of the righteous and beneficent 
reign of Christ is over, that men shall still be found in 
great numbers on the earth who prefer Satan to Christ. 
They would rather have a place with Satan than one 
where Christ dwells. As this great host follow Satan 
in the attempt to overthrow Christ, the Lord will speak 
and destroy them all. Satan shall then be cast into the 
lake of fire, where the beast and false prophet were sent 
a thousand years before. Then shall be set the judgment 
of the great white throne, where all the wicked dead of 
all the ages shall appear, not to discover whether they are 
to be saved or lost, but to suffer the execution of the 
sentence already pronounced upon them on earth. These 
shall all be cast into the lake of fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels. They loved sin during their life 
on earth, and they still love it. They would rather be 
in hell with their sin than in Paradise with its holiness. 
Then the new heavens and the new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness, shall be ushered in. In the mil- 
lennium, righteousness rules and reigns, but in the new 
heavens and the new earth there shall be no need of its 
ruling, for there it shall dwell (2 Pet. 3:13). 

The history of sin and of God’s work in connection 
with it, as well as the whole story of the Bible, can be 
thus summed up in three words: 

Before the millennium evil is revealed. 

During the millennium evil is restrained. 

After the millennium evil is removed. 


4. The Conclusion, 22 :6-21. 
“EVEN SO, COME, LORD JESUS” 
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